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Abstract

“Kazamatsuri”, a kind of wind festival or a ceremony to pray gods to appease the storm, have come down
around Toyama Prefecture in Japan. It is held mainly on the foot of mountains and also on the plains. There are
festivals similar to “Kazamatsuri” all over Japan and people pray their wind gods to appease the strong winds.
Especially in Yamagata prefecture, Shin-etsu area, Izu peninsula, Fukui prefecture, Nara prefecture and around
Suonada, many wind festivals have come down until today. The festival days are concentrated on middle of
August and early September. Wind festivals have been related to the wind gods and their shrines, and also even
controlled by the local government. It may be estimated that the style and prayer of wind festival has been cha-

nged from the early days.
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