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Current state and Future Agenda for Citizen Guardianship
SHIGA, Fumiya
E-mail: fshiga@edu.u-toyama.ac.jp

Abstract

The need of guardianship practices is rising in an unprecedented aging society where people with dementia in-
crease rapidly in Japan. To make up for lack of professional services by lawyers , judicial scrivener and social
workers, Japanese Health, Labour and Welfare Ministry has launched projects to generalize the guardianship
amending of Act for the Welfare of the Aged. Citizen guardianship by community residents is still small in num-
ber, but has beneficial features like frequent visit to wards' home to check their life and contribute to commu-
nity-based welfare. The practices are based on Civil Code and are related several welfare laws or others and
judicial fields. Therefore, seamless coordination is important in its implementation. There are problems in civil
guardianship such as requisition in welfare service for the disabled, guarantee of ward's right to vote, commu-
nity development as its basis and so on.
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