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Abstract

In this study, the relation between climate environment variation and religious service was investigated.
First, the shrines for the god who presides over climate were studied. Next, the present religious services con-
cerned with climate were extracted, and their distribution maps over the whole country were drawn.
Furthermore, the meaning of the religious service distribution for each climate element was analyzed. As a re-
sult, the followings were found: 1) The God concerned with climate, especially the one praying for rain, has been
enshrined until the present around the mountain-foot areas of Nara and Kyoto. They are worshiped as rain god,
water god or dragon god by the waterfalls and the mountain streams. 2) The traditional place for the rain gods
is not the source of a river in that area. In addition, the places have changed with the times. The religious service,
for a rain-praying god has its complex characteristics. They were also influenced by the central governor. 3) In
religious service names, many characters concerned with climate are seen. They are for fine, rain, hot, cold, wind,
water and so on. 4) Names of the religious services concerned with climate do not always show the climate phe-
nomenon itself. In addition, it is not often the case that the god concerned with climate changes into a personified
god. Except for the god of water, god of dragon, god of wind and god of thunder, the nature of the climate is in-
directly indicated. 5) The number of religious services concerned with climate is different for each of the climate
elements. Religious services for rain or river are few, but those for water are many. It is thought that deciding
where to enshrine the god is easy in the case of water (god). 6) Distribution densities of religious services con-
cerned with climate differ with areas. It is high in Kinki District, but low in Tokai and Nankai District. The dis-
tribution of religious services concerned with climate is not equal to the distribution of the climate phenomena
itself. The former one is considered to have been influenced by the ancient religious services, such as praying for
rain. 7) Among the religious services concerned with climate, the ones for water, fire or wind are especially com-
mon. The theory of Godai of the Mikkyo Buddhism, in which water, fire and wind are the three of the five ele-
ments of the universe, may have influenced it.
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