
Translated from tl~e Japanese by Glenl) W. Shaw . 
Fine cloth binding, with the front cover illustrated with a Japanese colour ~rint. 

Price 2.50 6l X 8'' 
This popular modern drama is a tale of love and religion woiVen about · 

the life of Shinran Shonin, the founder of the great Shin Sect of Buddhism, 
whose favorite disciple loses his heart to and happily marries a pretty little 
tea-house girl in the gay Kyoto of seven centuries ago. Since its first pub
lieation in 1918, the Japanese original has gone through well over a hundred 
editions. 

The translator, Mr. Glenn W. Shaw, is well-known in Japan as a devotee 
and translator of the modern literature of the country, and his skill in trans
lating the Japanese language into English is admitted by all who can under- · 
stand the two languages, to be so flaw less and admirable that the translation 
reads almost as natural as the original. 

* * * 
"With this tremendous pl~y a young ;Japanes'e takes 

his place among the grea~est dramatist'~ arid -- profoundest 
thinkers of the age."--HAROLD F. RUBINSTEIN. 

. Translated into English by Glenn W. Shaw 
Fine eloth binding, the front cover illustrated with a Japanese colour print. 

Price 2.00 5l X 8" · r 

· The most popular book of Japan's most popular living author. 

* * 

* * 
Tobacco anti the Devil, The Nose, The Handkerchief, 
R.ashomon, Lice, T-he ,Spider's Thread, The Wine Worm, 
The Badger, The Ball, The Pipe, Mori Sens-ei. 

Akut~gawa' s short sto1 ies refreshed in the wonderful frans~ations 



~ranslated from the Japanese by G~enii W. Shaw 
~ Price 2.00 Fine cloth binding, · with the front c9ver illustrated. 

; . 
·~HE original "HEIBON '' (Mediocrity) was co~posed about twenty years 

:~ ago, that is, at the rise of Naturalism in Japan. The author, in spite 
of this remarkable literary talent, had entertained an aspiration for state
craft, and, in his later years, had rather · a severe contempt against literary · 
work. Yet he was indeed one of the largest figures of Meiji Literature. 

* * * 
· "Mr. Glenn W. Shaw judiciously introduces "Mediocrity" with an account of . \ 

Futabatei's career-a singular one. Futabatei was originally a nationalist who 
studied Russian for his country's advantage jn emergency, but Russian literature 
transformed him into a "library socialist" without means, and duly into a- novelist 
and journalist. "Mediocrity'" and his other works are considered the first real 

f I 

display of modernism in Japane~e literature. His book is a strange medley of 
fhieness and coars.eness, photographic detail and mental posturing; ••• Admiration 
is due to the Tokyo publishers, who have printed the book with uncommon 
correctness and proportion."-Times Literary S'l':pplement, London. 

- old print entitled "Nani.wa·no·Ashi." 
- . 

Mr. Glenn W. Shaw's bpok is quite light, and is well described by the 
· · title except for the fact that the sketches sometimes go for a holiday to other 

places-even as far as Colorado. They are passing comments on "things · 
seen," and show that" the author never gets blase but finds it a very jolly and 
inte~ting world He is, as readers of his tran~ations ~now, an incorrigible 

, co.Uoquia1ist, which is often a virtue, but we must confess to a distaste for 
such constructions as "He took down with leprosy .and had to go into the 
asylum/ ' Osaka, as everybody knows, is, like the great world about it, full 

r, 

of all manner of wonderful things, and Mr. Shaw note~ them down; often 
with shrewed observation and . with an amount of knowledge about things 
Japanese that makes him an interesting guide. Some of his encounters ~ust 
surely . be rare even in Osaka. For instance, the old lady who carries round 
a snapping turtle in her bag, so that pickpockets get 11beir pilfering ·fingers 
bitten rather strains one's credulousness, but Mr. Shaw no doubt would be 
ready, like the author of "Believe it or not," to satisfy the sceptic. The book 
has numerous illustrations. 'l'be "Sketches" mostly appeared in the ~English 
colutnn of the Osaka Asahi, and form an interesting collection of~eminis
cences. Mr. Shaw -is one of those rare persons who would· make a good 

· diarist : he sees something exciting every time he goes out. 
··r; -The Japan Chronicle. 


