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The Effects of Illustrations of Picture books on
Four-year-old Children’s Empathy

: Comparing the Two Types of the Picture Books

Ikuyo WAKAYAMA and Yumi OMOTE

E-mail: wakayama@edu.u-toyama.ac.jp

(%% Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of the two types of illustrations of “the wolf and the seven
little goats” on four-year-old children’s empathy. An experimenter read the “the wolf and the seven little goats”
which had cute illustrations and the one which had realistic illustrations to four-year-old children. The major
finding was that the four-year-old children who enjoyed the realistic one were more empathic than the children
who enjoyed the cute one. This result suggested that preschool teachers should pick the picture books which
have the appropriate illustrations to develop children's empathy.
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