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Suppose I were to talk to him about
the roots of memory in feeling—about the
themes that collect and hold the memory;
if I were to tell him what retention of the
past really means. Things like: “If sleep is
forgetting, forgetting is also sleep, and
sleep is to consciousness what death is to
life. So that the Jews ask even God to re-
member, ‘Yiskor Elohim. " (BC 89)
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I didn’t even think of it as memory. I was
always had an open channel to the past. It
was accessible from the first. It was like
turning around and going backward down
the street.

(Gloria L. Cronin and Ben Siegel 257)
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Half a century of feeling is invested in her,
of fantasy, speculation, and absorption, of
imaginary conversation. After forty years
of concentrated imagining, I feel able to
picture her at any moment of any given
day. (TA 20)
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You don’t discuss the outlines of your
emotional life with one of the richest men

in the world — not even if he wants to do

you some good. Maybe he saw that my
mystery was, at bottom, nothing but mis-
ery. (TA 86)
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These were all commonplace per-
sons. I would never have let them think
so, but it's time to admit that I looked
down on them. They were lacking in
higher motives. They were run-of-the-mill

products of our mass democracy, with no
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distinctive contribution to make to the
history of the species, satisfied to pile up
money or seduce women, to copulate,
thrive in the sack as the degenerate chil-
dren of Eros, male but not manly, and liv-
ing, the men and women alike, on
threadbare ideas, without beauty, without
virtue, without the slightest independence
of spirit — privileged in the way of money
and goods, the beneficiaries of man’s con-
quest of nature as the Enlightenment fore-
saw it and of the high-tech achievements
that have transformed the material world.
(TA 47)
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‘Yes, but I had more feeling for
you than you realize. What I felt was very
simple. You gave me relief from double-

entry mental bookkeeping. (TA 94)
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In Boston or in Baltimore 1 would still
have thought, daily and regularly, of the
same woman — of what I might have said
to her, of what she might have answered.
(emphasis added, TA 4)
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‘After forty years of thinking it
over, the best description I could come up
with was “an actual affinity.”’ --- ‘Other
women might remind me of you, but there
was only one actual Amy. (emphasis
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looked into Amy’s face. No one else on all
this earth had such features. This was the
most amazing thing in the life of the
world. (TA 116)
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