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I was a screen—I was to stand before them.
The more I saw the less they would. (52)
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I found that to keep her throughly in the grip
of this I had only to ask her how, if I had
'made it up', I came to be able to give, of each
of the persons appearing to me, a picture
disclosing, to the last detail, their special
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There was no ambiguity in anything; none
whatever at least in the conviction I from one
moment to another found myself forming as
to what I should see straight before me and
across the lake as a consequence of raising

my eyes. (53)
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I could only get on at all by taking 'nature'
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into my confidence and my account, by
treating my monstrous ordeal as a push in a
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Henry James's The Turn of the Screw
—The Problems of Memory and Recognition—

Nobumoto IRIE

(Received March 30, 2001)

ABSTRACT

Henry James's The Turn of the Screw shows one of the best models of recognition made from the
structure of memory and human vision and audition. Since recognition determines the root of the
structure of spirit, it can destroy it completely. We all depend upon various senses, such as vision and
audition for our recognition. Few novels have more complicated mechanism of the recognition of the
heroine than The Turn of the Screw. A governess, the heroine of the book, wrote what she had
witnessed, and Douglas introduces her writing to the narrator and we read it. All these are the plots,
which are plotted by James, and "the multiplicity of narrative" creates the distortion and the ambiguity of
narrative. Therefore the book gains fantasy and the readers are convinced of the arrival of the ghosts.
When considering "the point of view" in the book, we naturally pay attention to the ambiguity of the
point of view of the governess as Edmﬁrid Wilson boints out. For the governess, who has learnt British
traditional culture, the luxurious mansion of high society and the picturesque scenery of nature are the
materials sufficient to arouse her interest and imagination. She, highly educated and rational,
rationalizes a series of arrivals of ghosts and the children's aberrant behaviors. And the authenticity of
the story depends upon the governess's "eyes" which is distorted by the cult of romance. We can
discuss the book from a philosophical point of view, such as obsessional neurosis of Lacan, pure reason
of Kant, and temporal being of Heidegger. It is no doubt that The Turn of the Screw offers the clue of

these philosophical problems.
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eyes, ghost, man of reason and high education, imagination, obsessional neurosis, temporal being



