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Mold baking using a pinewood-burning kiln
by the Mane lost wax casting method
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ABSTRACT .

The traditional Japanese lost wax casting method called “the Mane method”, which utilizes
baked sand Mane (pronounced mah-ney), is said to have originated during the final stages
of Ages of Chunqiu and Contending States (770BC-221BC) in China; and to have been
introduced to Japan. It is no longer easy to find this Mane method which has survived over
.two thousand and some hundred years practiced anywhere in the present day China because
a more modern lost wax casting called a ceramic shell mold casting has become dominant
in the industry.

In Japan, the Mane lost wax method is still practiced in Takaoka, Toyama that produces
bronze handicraft and by several foundries in some parts of the country; but to our
disappointment it is on the decline.

Prepared by the 19 members of the class of 2001 majoring in the metalwork, this thesis
is to report in detail the mold baking technique using a pinewood burning kiln, with an
intention to recording the Mane lost wax casting method that has been handed down for
centuries in East Asia to the succeeding generations.

KEY WORDS
Casting technique in East Asia, Takaoka National College, Metalwork, Mane lost wax
casting, Pinewood burning kiln, Mold baking



