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The Elderly and Personal Computers
—Continuing Education for the Elderly Yamada-Mura—

Yuko KOMATSU and Naokoto KOGOU*
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ABSTRACT

Every family in Yamada-Mura was given a personal computer and an Internet connection in the
Summer of 1996. The village was forced to take action for sudden computerization in cooperation with
various people to help villagers understand computers. The village adopted this approach in order to
solve its problems. However, it has since led to an unexpected regeneration of the village and a change
in the consciousness of each villager. While the use of computers has been promoted in the village, the
use of PCs by the elderly has not progressed as well as had been expected. Recently, village women have
improved their image by helping to support the elderly and understanding their thoughts and needs.

We started a PC school for the elderly one year ago in Yamada-mura. From the changes in the elderly
and supporting people (village women) in the PC school and its record, we must consider how to provide
support.
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