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ABSTRACT

Switzerland (The Swiss Confereration) which is completely landlocked at the heart of the
European continent sharing its national boundaries on every side with German, French and
Italian speaking nations is a multilingual federal republic comprising of 26 autonomous
Cantons. Since its initial alliance in 1291 of the three States which formed the core of the
present Confederation, the primary purpose of the Confederation has been to form a defensive
league to protect their traditional rights against neighbouring great powers, not to proclaim
its cultural unity. It is rather the Canton or the Commune that has been the base for cultural
as well as political identity and has developed its own history and tradition. On top of this
unique principle of nation building, its physical geography with high mountain ranges, great
rivers, glaciers and lakes has helped the local community develop and preserve its own dis-
tinctive cultural features including languages. Beside the already complex multilingualism with
four language regions divided, three official languages designated and wide variety of local
dialects spoken within these languages, the recent increase in the use of other languages
caused by demographic changes between industries, migration of foreign workers and
increased economic interrelations with other countries creates a new socio-linguistic picture
of multilingual Swiss.

The purpose of the present paper is to overview the multilingualism of Switzerland today
and analyze the trends in the language teaching in schools. Special attention is given to the
teaching of a second language and to the teaching of English being introduced in several
Cantons at primary school level.

KEY WORDS
Switzerland, Multilingual nation, Official languages, National languages,
Second language teaching, English language teahing, Bilingualism, Trilingualism



