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The Wood Craftsman’ Production Process:
The Jig, the gauge and the fixture and their importance
in producing high quality crafts

Kenji KOMATSU and Naokoto KOGOU

(Received May 25, 1998)

ABSTRACT

Academic research in Japan almost never chooses the craftsman and the various proces-
ses involved in his specialized work as the subject of research. The main causes of this have
to do with Japanese strong tendency to idealize the work of great craftsman without analyz-
ing the processes involved in the creative process itself. In this paper, we will examine the
process in which jigs, gauges and fixtures are used in the specialized work of a craftsman;
we will analyze in detail the varied uses of these tools so that their importance in wood
craftsmanship can become more self-evident for the lay person.

KEY WORDS
Craftsman, Jig, Gauge, Fixture, Craftsman Techniques



