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Combining Tradition with the Information Age to Enrich

Cooperative Learning in Rural Toyama Prefecture:
The Yamada Village Learning Festival of 1997

Yuko KOMATSU and Naokoto KOGOU*
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ABSTRACT

Yamada, a small rural village in Toyama Prefecture has achieved global recognition for its
innovative project “Information Technology for Each Family”. This paper describes the pro-
cess during which each household learned how to operate a donated personal computer in
cooperation with volunteers from all over Japan; furthermore, it elaborates upon the many
ways that the cooperative learning experience was beneficial to both the volunteers and the vil-
lagers as well.

Although seminars on the use of personal computers were initially limited to a traditional
lecture style format, they gradually evolved into interactive, hands-on training sessions in
which everyone participated. By the end of this festival, it was clear that the villagers had de-
veloped a practical sense of how they could use information technology to enrich their own lives
by skillfully combining all of the information related resources at their disposal. The author
feels that the festival was a resounding success that should be used sa a model disposal. The
author feels that the festival was resounding success that should be used as a model for similar

attempts to encourage the use of information technology in society.
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