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Introducing a small rural village to the
information age through an innovative
continuing education program

Yuko KOMATSU and Naokoto KOGOU
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ABSTRACT

The writers have been concerned with creating some practical guidlines for the intro-
ducing and use of information technology in the lives of ordinary people for quite some
time. In this paper, we have chosen to write about Yamada Village, which has been chosen
as a model for this purpose. In Yamada, each family expressing a desire to learn how to
operate a personal computer to access the Internet was given one. Although some of the
villagers initially had difficulties learning how to use their computers, they were able to
master their use within their busy daily schedules. Various teaching and learning styles
were used to meet the individual needs of the villagers. We hope that this paper will prov-

ide a useful case study for the introduction of practical continuing education programs.
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nology, internet, aging society, support



