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A problem on learning Japanese as a second
language for Chinese native

— On BICS(Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills) and
CALP(Cognitive/Academic Language Proficiency —

Shinichi YAMADA

(Received June 28,1996)

ABSTRACT

At primary and secondary schools in Japan, students returning from overseas have
been increasing in number lately;at the same time,children of guest workers residing in
Japan have also become increasingly numerous in Japan's school system. Providing
remedial Japanese instruction for these students is a matter of great urgency.

In this paper we give consideration to the adjustment processes of the children
of Chinese native speakers,who face different challenges from most adult learners in
attempting to efficiently learn Japanese as a second language.

When we discuss these issues,we use bilingual educational terminology first intro-
duced by Dr.Jim Cummins. BICS(Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills)are those
first learned by children from their parents for the purposes of communication.
CALP(Cognitive/Academic Language Proficiency)are more difficult skills learned at
school from teachers and fellow students. Logically,you might assume that BICS must
be completely learned before CALP can be attempted.

However,our conclusion is as follows. When learning Japanese as a second lan-
guage, native Chinese speaking students may be able to partially acquire CALP before
completely having mastered BICS.

KEY WORDS
Chinese, JSL(Japanese as Second Language), BICS(Basic Interpersonal Communicative
Skills), CALP(Cognitive/Academic Language Proficiency)



