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Research on Specially Designed Hand-made Files:
their Production Process and Future Prospects
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to report on a speclally designed hand-made file pro-
duced by a file-maker based in Takaoka city, focusing on its production process and
the difficult situation that surrounds the production of hand-made files in general.

The file is an important and indispensable tool in the field of metal craft as well
as in ordinary metal processing. The hand-made files produced by Mr. Kikuji
OKASAKI! are found to have excellent cutting and carving functions compared with
those mass-produced by machines, and are highly appreciated and sought for by many
metal crafsmen and specialist metal processors. However, the increase in the supply
of mass-produced, low priced files, the aging of hand-made file makers and the short-

age of successors are among the problems facing today’s hand-made file industry.

KEY WORDS
Hand-made file, Clearing of decarburized part, File-tooth making, Quench hardening,

Special device, Tool, Technical heritage



