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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present paper is to analyse the trends in language use in the home
domain in Singapore, based on the recent 1990 Census Report with a view to discussing
the influence the official language policies implemented since the late 1970’s have exerted
on language use in the home.

The Republic of Singapore which has achieved a remarkable economic growth in its
short history is an ethnically and linguistically diverse nation. Since its full indepen-
dence in 1965, national integration has always been an issue of paramount importance
in the task of nation-building, and the goverment has promoted the language policies
of multilingualism (designation of four official languages) and bilingual education to
this end.

Special importance has been given to two official languages ; English and Mandarin
Chinese. English is now firmly established as the dominant working language in all
public domains—administration, modern business and education. The use of Mandarin
in place of Chinese dialects has also been promoted.

However, to understand the overall sociolinguistic situation in Singapore, and to
assess Singapore’s language planning and policies, careful study of language use in the

private, informal domain is indispensable.

KEY WORDS
Singapore, Multilingual society, Official languages, Ethnic languages, Language

policy, Bilingual education, English, Mandarin Chinese



