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Syntactical Ambiguity {2V T (1)
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¥ Eia

(Erk 5 #E108 5 B H)

E B
FHEONEOBEBERXIZE « f] « XOUVNAVTHEU B8, KBETRIXD LAIMTEIT AR %,
RDO=2DED» OEEL THIo (VEXOHEBEICEB O STIRELESEHEN, CXHICHIE
TN B > TENBXHOEMDEREEMT 20/t Db 532, (MERTS D BB D> HSEERK 73 3¢
&%, BHREELRTENNE. ChOFREINICRL - A2 T3, SR RE-728%

TROLERS ZET 5,

F—7—F

BEBK(HE), BHM, B, WIBHMM, 146 BHNE, FERG

1 FC&HIC

Fi2Ecbicy, KEOBEKREXRZ, (VE
BOZFWUICES D, 2R)OWBEDEH
HICEOC D, KT THREIL TEA,
4EH» 5, EH L Syntactical Ambiguity
EHLT, XOLRALTOLEMERITLT
BlcwEES,

Syntactical Ambiguity &, _LiC(2)&[aE]
B, XS EoZBRaPaRETH B L
POEL B, BBEHIL, RIEFREISXHO
EDEEEM LTV EDITK - THRIRNENS -
T Bl ELikRoh 3, 35T, RUERY
X TRE - I XEREEZ R T itk
TLLBIDZHOXBIEEAIET I EITHR
bhd, T ULIKBERETE ST LMENIC
B B Tai0,

HIFRD S FRICREZS,
_A. Lexical Ambiguity(1)

Ambiguity<
gty “SB. Structural Ambiguity —

< Phrasal Ambiguity(2)
Syntactical Ambiguity(3)
BB EFEEERK Do

2 Z#FEIL (Amphibology)

Amphibology i \W T REFEE
B | (sv. Dilogy) 3, [BICEMOEEH
BERICIE LIV HEET B &, FIZIE

‘I have said that the gentleman is a liar—
it is true—and I am sorry for it’ & [#A i
HOMTRE-EEEV S f—FBIE D
Wotc— 3 FRVWERS ] OFicd &h,
o [RARDHOMTRE-ELE V-1
BELIIED E TH 52— BESHILLES

BRI
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DFICbEND] LHAL TV B, [HREE
HREZEZHM ] (sv. Amphibology) (&
[BEOEBERFICBVT, TLEETDL
», HBEVEAEEHSHUHARL THL
7o, HEICFEROERSERICIES L DS
BEVHETEI L] EEROTITVE, ER
OHhO BWEIC EVWIFREERITEE, <
iz ‘Lexical Ambiguity’, ‘Phrasal Am-
biguity’, ‘Syntactical Ambiguity’ D X5l
% LISWETRERE Ambiguity &b B EC
HMBIEVOT, RETIEIAT U bR ICHERR
RO HBDTIRIENVD, —D DA
B OFEBEIAT TEE LS UXED
HEEICAN B Z &t L7, # > T Amphi-
bology DFRFEE L CIRRBIEZOFHIZIZN T
h [EBREE [igRRB] &L LTWwas,
EEITIRE « AL~ ERRANT 2 EHICE
W, [BFEFsRfnRs ] o [S&EX
(HB\VF, MBS 2FRTHT &zl

2.1 SVA vs. SVC
(1) Kim looked hard.
(@ F2ri3BE2CS5L TR,
(Kim looked intently.) [hard=Adv.]
(b) +sldMEBE LWL S IR 7,
(Kim appeared to be hard.)
[hard=Adj.]

2. 2 SVA vs. SVO
(2) Job cursed the day he was born.

@ a7REFHALBIEVOEELS 1,
(b)) I 7RETFHI-BER- 12,

LR EEBEICE S & &iTid, cursed
DD Juncture TP RELDH LT ELI3D
5%, Thz2ESATE, BL—oFFIC
ZODRERE 5 1EHERSWIE L TV AL EEX
TH5bo

it

2. 3 SVC vs. SVO
(3) They were admiring peasants.

@ HSIRHESE DT, BLLTW S,
(The peasants were awestruck with
admiration.)

(b) HSIHEEBIELL TV,
(They expressed admiration for the
peasants.)

() admiring (3 EHENEE admire 2 5k

HELEERHFETH 50

2. 4 SVO vs. SVOO
(4) Ross gave the dog some water, and

Nadia gave the cat food.

(@ wRERICKEZZ, F 7+ 7 I3HEH
DEEEH X 12,

(b) wRBRIKKEEZ, + 74 7 3MI

HEHZ 1,
(5) They only gave the general hints on
good housekeeping.

(@) They only gave the non-specific
hints on good housekeeping, not the
detailed hints.

(b) They only gave the general of the

army hints on good housekeeping.

2.5 SVO vs. SVOC
(6) We saw her duck.
@) FROHVBEHRT,
(b) FHEMBEEV s WETFE2DER,
(7) The doctor saw the old Indian dance.
(@) HHiREDS vF+T7 Y OEYER,
(b) HEHREOELAVFoTUBEEDE
R
(8) Please make her dress fast!
(@ BHORERCHILTTTE W,
(b) LIRS REBFSETTE WV,
(9) A : Are you fond of tongue, sir?
B : 1 was always fond of tongue,

madam, and I like it still.
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A FREBHRFETHSLT?
B:(@ WoHE->TES5TLE&, B
B, SO ETT,
(b) WoK-TEH>TLREL, B
B, BOROBIFEIATT,
(100 A : When did the lobster blush?
B : When i1t saw the salad dressing.
A BEROOBEEDLMSHI?
- B:(@ #sSFLyvUIERLE
&,
(b) 43 5BREETVBETA
2RI EE,

(903 Pun 2F|H LY a—2 T, BRE
DRANCER>TOTHRLVWER>TWB T E
ERAICEOHDL LTV S, (03 Pun %2F|H
L7: Riddle T& 5%,

2.6 SVOO
(1) I was not feeding her dog biscuits.
(@ FEIELICAKHOER v F 25X T
W/IiDTRODEE A,
(b) FRIBEELDORICERr v b A2HIZT
WIeDTIRBED FHA.

2. 7 SVOO vs. SVOC
(2 They called Susan a waitress.
@ WOHRR—=F/ITY =24 b L REFEA
T
(They called a waitress to the table
for Susan.)
(b) HRR—H 2T 24 b LRAEFA
725
(They called Susan a waitress even
though her title was hostess.)
1 A : Didn’t your husband die and
leave you a widow?
B : 1 wouldn’t know what to do with
a widow if I had one.
A:@QTEANRBCLE-T, ki
KCAZBEEINhFEFHATLID,

DITEFADBTL BT, bistkid
KEACHE-1DTIIHDFHA
Mo

B: b LRTCABWES, FAES L
tovndhbhhEdAb,

2. 8 SVOO vs. SVOA
(4 A :So John is dead. Did he leave
his wife much?
B : Oh, nearly every night.
A (@)Y a VIZBBALZ DD, BXAIT
GREZIRILEL TV fehb b,
(b)Y a VIIFEATE DI Lexob
¥ IXEET TV DL,
B:bd, BEALEHRIEK,

(5 Can you spare me a few minutes?
(@ Z, ZHREINTLEIVERAD,
b) =, =&AL THEEZRTLTSH]

WNTT A,

2 9 SVOC

2.9.1 SVO~ing

(16 John saw a dog walking toward the
post office.

@ YavRABPEEROAE~NEVTWS

DR,
(b) ¥a VEIEBEROANBOTVWEEE,
RERMIF 72,
(17 We met him leaving the room.

(a) We met him as he was leaving the

room.

(b) When we were leaving the room,

we met him.

(16b)Tix walking LTW5 D3 John
THh, —>D Main Clause2 &L TT
X 7z Supplementive Clause &fER&E N 3,
DL, XKDBEAENG]IE Supplemen-
tive Clause IZX 3 EMTJRET, 1 EX %
DRIT comma B T, RENTADOE
Bk EOFZERXDIZELR—TH B EHET S
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T EMT X B(Hirst: 145f),(17) b leaving
DEBKLEDOFED he KOH» we KO
BTH 5o

(19 The manager caught the boy smoking

a cigar.

(a) The manager caught the boy in the
act of smoking a cigar.

(b) The manager caught the boy who
was smoking a cigar (but the boy
smoking a pipe escaped).

(¢) The manager, smoking a cigar,
caught the boy.

Hirst (146) iz X hiE, Quirk et al (1972)
RBESDHADEHEZE LTWB Z 2,
Hirst BEDEAEEE (idiolect) T, (8
@ smoking DRI comma = AN T d(C)
DFeH I Ra[EET, Hirst SEBIL 72 BAD
A7 2=V bbb KEIFESIEIHOE -
feEWvd,

T T®DOX EFKE ETREMIL TWB2,
ZOFBHBECBVTE > RE-TVS
B« (EABEEZH WX EDEVICOWVT
hE (L:40) OF#iEsEA THNTES
AN
(19 (a) I caught the boy smoking a cigar.

[V NP S]

(the boy who was smoking a cigar
/'the boy in the act of smoking a
cigar)

~ (b) The boy started the ball rolling.

[V NP PP]

(@)D caught (3RS & [EEk, HE% L4
FTLOSLEE LIV, -ingly) BHZED X
HIRABNEIEBNEDRLELEEZ LTS
T EBVERITXL, D)DK S SR -
YEABIFE IO D SHBEERT 5, RED
& VP>V NP PPl &73D VE PP 3L
HEBZR TR TSV TW3, ZhEESE
E S TN T OREEE (PP) dBEEHTL
LD DB, [P L] DB

I

EiICERBLIEVD T &I, F—APBENS
Wi -t & %E%T 5 (He failed to start
the ball rolling.)o Z izt L Tla)DH
[VP—V NP S]Ti¥, BHE NP S]DS
BEAXEID PP OfEIc5 & EiFoshik

bDERETES, EWVWHDIT smoking a

cigariZBEROHE TREL, [NP S]DS

POERTVENSTH S, @EEFELLX

‘T failed to catch the boy smoking a cigar’

KBOVWTER, >hFERA BT ikl e

BEQEE A PHEH BT LI T, &

WD 3D ITIEFRD IV,

@0 Standing in a dusty corner, he noticed
a valuable antique table with piles of
papers on it.

(@ FIBEMSLEBEEOL, SMEER
SDDF— T IHBER S IFTOVRBBICIL-> T
WBDILKR DWW, [SVOC, Standing--
IBRIE XN/ C]

(b) T IFTVHBBIZIL - TWT, HITEM
BlitEEhBETRRbODTF -7
NERDIFZ, [SVO]

LEEOEXRS2 S DDOEKICHEEI NS D

T, BB CRBESZITVL D (@D

K-> TH VWV THIUTRD &L i,

itself it ZAEAINICB T&ILk->T

BZO2IFVRBBICL - TWEDRFEZED

he TV E2AMEICRT C EBTE 5,

Cf. Standing itself in a dusty corner,
he noticed:-*
Standing in a dusty corner with

piles of papers on it, he noticed--*

2.9.2 SVO~en
(21) He left the bathroom unwashed.
@ NZAN—LEZNWVCLIEVTHTOV -
72o[SVOC]
(b) DHREEKRDTINNZANN—LPHHT
W 72,[SVO]
(22) They had the picture painted by
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Manguson.
(@) MITlEHEL TRRERVWTH 5 -1
(svocC]

(b) MOV I#%E S > T, [SVO]
(23) Have the crystals dissolved.,/(?)

(@) REREBH» LI EWV[(S)VOC]

(b) *E&IZBE T 7cho[SV]

ROFIIE SVOC DXEUTIZA SIS,
B/ESFHSH 22V TIZ Amphibology @
Bl LTEIFTEH < o Stolen 2(@)Tid@E
TTD {~eny &L T, bTRAGHTEMT
AEFEE LTHLW STV A,

(24) He had stolen jewels with him.

@) HiZZDBE LS BTEREBATV,
[He#him]

(b) BRIEMOERZFFEL TV,
[He=him]

3 RIEFEMII (PP Attachment)

PP %% $ 2Bk 1L PP BEITTOLDE
b BV IEHEREEMT A (ImENn S )
OBEBRYICERT 2b0BIEEAETDH S,

31 N PP

(25)D PP BAEFHITH 505, (NP>NP
PP]DPPH So DIFE EEZL THREUTED .
NP AFERNCX L TR EDOEFE L5
H5VIIEMRBICEZ DI L » THlFgESE L
3FTHB(hE, L 119ff),
(25) John is the one to help today.

(@) John is the one to give help today.

(b) John is the one to be helped today.

(a) /\

AL ]
o 1 /S\
the one John help someone

(b) NP

//\
/NP\ P,P
Det N So

the one someone help John

32 N NPP
(26) The door near the stairs with the
“Members Only” sign had tempted
Nadia from the moment she first
entered the club.
(@) [with the “Members Only” sign]
— the door.
(b) [with the “Members Only” sign]
— the stairs.
PP BEITOZHODONDHI B, EONEE
L TV B TH S,
C D PP O b 0 icBFRFHESHV SN S
HE SERRICEREBEL 5,
Cf. The door near the stairs that had
the “Members Only” sign had
tempted Nadia from the moment

she first entered the club.

33 NPPPP
(27) Bring the parcel on the seat with
the damaged corner.

(@) BWfothichdsAmborshi/has %k

Fr-T& T o
(b) ABIbhlRFOLicdd/NIs%E
Fr-oT&TL N,

o Rid%O PP 32 EHL TV 3
PICBI L TRENCERE$H-T, T %
BFEERBEUTHLLY, LA L, XRIT X
BRI DOERBHNITH|EH, PP IRERIOL
FZEEM LTV 5 LRIRT ARV K D
TdH 5 (Blake: 43f.),
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34 VAPP
(28) He seemed nice to her.
(@) He seemed to act nicely towards
her.
FRELeLTHUoL S icEbh
72)[to her—>nice]
(b) He seemed to her to be nice.
(B33, BUEEicEbhl)

[to her—>seemed]

35 VPP
(29) She fell down in the water.
(@) WiidkodicE bz, [Movement]
(*Into the water, she fell down.)
(b) a7k D7z Location]
(In the water, she fell down.)
(@B OBEI % B & DT RIFARE A3,
FERCUOBEZBVWTXHBHICEL CLI3TE
BV DRBEZERL TS HDTIIE,
(30) Ross was told what to do by the
river.
@ JHARIZMETNEDLEET T,
[by=Agent]
(b} RI)NNDOZETHEZTREDLEEITS
itz [by=Locality]
XiREEE T 0L, A AFOMcHREBNZE
B DOREISH 5 LQ@QODIFIRICIE D, BERRE
FeAH DRI H 5 E(b)DERICIZETHAS
(Hirst:10)o

36 VVPP
(31) He told me to go without hesitation.
(@) Without hesitation, he told me to
go.
(b) He told me that I should go with-
out hesitation.
(32)A : Will you stop drinking for me?
B : Who said I was drinking for
you?

A:Q@QBELDEDICBHEEPDTTX

=

575\ ? [for me—stop]
b)B 7= LD1DIKREDIFPHTT
X 5750 ? [for me—>drinking]
B: BEZXDIHIRATBIEATHD
o kb,

37 VPPV
(33) The lady you met now and then
came to visit us.
ENREEL-> TOIRADHRTXK
F L7,
(b) E#s
L7

‘Now and then’ ZEHKIC\WAIX PP TR
s, CHIRIEEAE ‘at times’ &JF U
Bk e BEEZ B LTV ADT, — DIEH
ELTHRI TR, T BEROXDE
BRX L, SELBETREACKLIZL-T,
EXEETIE comma DHAICL-T, &
HEINEETHA9,

(@)

Ko AP E EPHhTkE

3.8 VNFPP
ZDERDOX DFEA KB LT @b Ol
BRI BEBTE S, —Dik [VP>V
NP] &EAHrd~&H» Fhed [VP-V NP
PPIEMMTTRELEVHEIETHY, D
PP%¥ ¢ » THA BRIEMSEIE I TV 3,
fho—-it PP HEEEE S ZHE SBI
EEENEVHRIETH 5, £TEEOHH
SR 5,
(34)
(@ FLZEICWAE J 0B R,
[Subject oriented]
(b) FAIZEEICWB J OREH T,
[Object oriented]
COMBHRIEECEERITHED S

1A AR

I saw John in the garden.

(35) The policeman ran after the fleeing
suspect with blood all over him.

(@) BERRIFTOIEREEZMAE S
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o TEVRIFT,
(b) BEEIR, M7EZ3Fici->THFTVL
BREEE BV T,

ROBIS ZRRICHIRTEBTHS 5,
(36) The police car chased the car at

full speed.

ROBITIZ PP BEEICOERIEIC OB
H-oTRVY, CLAEFFOKRHERL T
WEbDEEDbLNE, ChidERBTHEI N
EHIFTHA S,

(37) You may borrow this copy with
pleasure.

VIF, 38 DXHE > THIHIiciEmL
RSO TRBERT L TAI W,

(38) John attacked the man with a knife.

(@) John attacked the man who had

a knife.[VP—V NP]
[SZ%hKE : The man with a knife was
attacked by John.]

(b) John used a knife in his attack on

the man.[VP—V NP PP]
(%2E%E : The man was attacked by
John with a knife.]
(39) The landlord painted all the walls
with cracks.
@ FEROUEOLIELTIc~v+%
B,

(b) RERRWOBEICT LU Leh &
BODIFBEIITRVFERS I,
LOZ-oDBID & S BIBE, HENZKS D
i, PP (3E#ED NP TR, XD
VP %Effid 5 LV IFRAIBMSNPTVIE

BIAd % (Hirst : 9),

E5IZ, HAFED NP 28 definite TH 5 »»
indefinite Tdh 505, T DHRICHKE L PP D
IIMER I EEEA 2K 5 ThH B, k@)
DPP (3 NP (the dogs) ZEMLTWVWB E W
IBRFUMEZ R T WD, dogs X REIILT S
&Lk, D)DX ST PP i3 VP &M L
TVBEWIFTAEL SO TLE D (Hirst :

171 fn.)o
(40) (@) The women discussed[the dogs
on the beach].
(b) The women discussed [ dogs] on
the beach.

BEALTRE SVZ ZELUBE D ZEHE
LR FTHATWIT 2003, XROBT 235
52 EICMAT, 2hZho#mEsvbw s
‘case preference’ ZH L TEH, FDhH
{Z Attachment Ambiguity DRIEIZS D D
REISBVHLLTH S,

(41) (a) The women discussed the dogs
on the beach.
(b) The women kept the dogs on
the beach.

(@)D discuss H5FHAT BIHIE [Agent dis-
cuss Patient] TH B H 5, the dogs &
#FHATE (Final Expected Argument) 72
LEBRENDDT, TORICEAMHOTLE
&, NP OBFAIL 3EH & h, $higtD PP 13T
?D NP IZRIN&EN 3, 2D ‘the dogs on
the beach’ 3—>®D NP LI h 2D T
H5B, I L, (DDA 2 [Agent keep
Patient State] EfR&X N, the dogs 35
BRTFHETRIEVOT NP L LTREDI
k&N, State 2R TEEHBHKIC>IL
EEFRBUTHL C &ics 5 (Hirst : 155),

AIHTREF L T 3B D & 5 —> DRY
#HZ, PP 45 Attributive > Predicative #»
LWHRHTH B,

(42) 1 want the music box on the table.

C DX DKM I3IRD & 5 15X R OHTH
WHENTWHIEELRWTHS S,

(@) “You can have the music box that’s
in the closet or the one that’s on the
table,” said Ross. “I want the music
box on the table,” said Nadia.

[=1I want the music box that’s on the
table. PP=Attributive ; SVO]

(b) “I put the music box on the mantel-
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piece. Is that okay ? ” asked Ross. “No,”
said Nadia, “I want the music box on
the table.”
[=I want the music box to be on the
table. PP=Predicative ; SVOA]
(43) Are the children at home safe?
(@) HEOFHBIRRK o
[Attributive]
(b) FHt-bRBEETHIIVW S,
[Predicative]
(43) BRI TH BB L DHFETH - T,
PR TR DL S TR S ZE L,
HEDOHEXRBHTH S “stare a person
in the face/catch a person by the arm/
pat a person on the back” HE&HAEZER
[V N PP] ofsRicAsH, ChiX%
BREICT B LRI BHEL BT EBH B,
(44) The rabbi who addressed the con-
gregation was hit on the temple.
(@) SRITHBELLSERIDDAEE
Tehvtco
(b) LRICHEE LIS ERFhrTHBX
i,

3.9 V PP PP

(45) They talked about the disaster on
the train.

@ HoRFEZE - BB O>VTEL
Botlo

b) HoREEBOHTZOBHFIZOVTHE

L/é.’J ft:o

310 V N PP PP
(46) Put the block in the box on the
table.
(@) FohoEAIKRETF—T VO LEICE X
AR
(b) ZDOEAKETFT— T VO LEOFFDOHIC
. ANIEE WV,
FEEOBER, HELEE L THIHOHD

PP $ZHMEEAEBUTL 50T, 3.3(21)T
FotdbDER—ICKBILTEL o

4 S¥RY3L, RS (interrogatives)
RBERSEASE O & 73U, BER S A B E X
», BEREZFOE S WBBHEFORIO NP
DOALB 13 & T, BHBIEROBEE T, H
BEOPHEXICHPEDO, EV- EEE
COTHEBREEEL B LT 5,

4.1 How
(47) 1 know how tall he is.
(@) OB EH > TV 5[ HCIEH
(b) FHBEARICENFGVDLH > TW5S,
(SRR ]
(48) I don’t know how tall he is/I have
no idea how tall he is.
(@) HOBLEMSIE,
x(b) WRBATESGVAEDLLLIAS
1A AN
ADAEBELIX(48)II—&MNTH - T,
B BRI OBERIC LRSIV, £DT
Ei3 1 don’t know % [ have no idea & L
KB GRILTH B, LTAH, BEEBE
FBUZT 5L UDD L H icibkicET AT &
BTE 5B,
(49) 1 had no idea how tall he was.
(@) HoBEXLEMSLEL-T,
(b) BHEABICESH VL ERS LD -
126
KH(652) DA% EHT AL RO LD I
8%, 1 %2EEE LIBERH OFMELTE
(know_remember “realize) DEHEX, B &
U 1 forget (3 <(that-§i) Z#T& 5 EF
BLILZERAE>TWVWA I &IT!L B, (That-
f) ODEMABTRBETH S LEVHFIHRESTE
THEIERINEIMPOLTHS, (D)DFEHIE ‘He
is very tall’ &WIHRREET 5D T,(48b)
3D T REXORIREERET S &
iIZ73 9, ‘I don’t know that he is very
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talll EBHMULKFELILIEEZE->TVS
T EiTlE B,
(50) I asked how old George was, and
was surprised by the answer.
@ Ya—YOEEiThT, £0FAIC
B\, '
(b) ZYVa—YiREILTVWELEAT,
ZDEZITE VI,
(51) I don’t know how good meat tastes.
@ WEVIBDONENBERBOVKNET B
RIS 1E W
(b) LHFEORIZED &L D EKAT 2HhHS
AP

4 2 When
(52) When did you arrange to check the
stock?
(@) HERERV-STEIEITEDID,
(b) HEEREZTZILEVORDID,
(53) When did he say he would come?
(@) FVORDBEE - 7h b
[come IT5&ZA]
(b) KB EF - 1DiFDPL,
[say (58% ]

4. 3 What
(54) They weren’t sure what time would
do.
(@) They weren’'t sure what time would
be convenient for them.
(b) They weren’'t sure what would

happen as time passed.

4 4 Who
(55) Who do you want to choose?
(@) HIREATHLWVWDD,
[ *(a) Who do you wanna choose?]
(b) EHhERTFI-VDHh,
[(b) Who do you wanna choose?]

{a) You want who to choose.

{b) You want to choose who.

{a,b) & Wh- BERIERERESBERE L
ZHID who DAIE*L{RLTWS, Th
iC& - T, (@)TIi want to DFERS wanna
EFRAWVWAILRBAT[THB I ENgh 5B, B
Rsa who EfR&F&E DBICEFRICOW TR
F—RaTHk-7To

4 5 Why
(56) Why not paint our house green?

(a) Why don't we paint our house
green? =Let’s paint our house green.
FEBREAEDBIIBAD L)

(b) Why shouldn’'t we paint our house
green? =There is no reason why we
shouldn’t paint our house green.
EBFEAHEDRBICHN > TRVITIZV

BERIZZV L E0DH)

(@DAd ‘Why not ...2" EWHEEL
ZHENIC, BE - #HF L V- RENRE
TABET S VTVWE, DDAIR, 1A
HF H» ‘We shouldn’t paint our house
green’ &5 > e Dicx L T(B6)D & DTG
ELI:b0T, BFEPE-K I LOBEREL
4 HEREE L TDOHRATD 5,

FRBOXE,H ST 2H, ReETARBH
DWVWTIT, BRE BERABLIVTHEL S
PlIEBFTEHL
(57) Can you open the door?

(@) [(not moving) Yes I can.]

(b) [‘Sure,” says the person requested

and goes to the door to open it.]

(c) [No problem (indicating there is
nothing to prohibit the action).]

LEEoREIX @B EFORENE I TRT
WREREBENBL, D FTEBTTIRL
CTHHLTLARFETHHEbENSBL,
F1:C)F T RBAIT B T LR END B0
EdptedhaTnwiibihb, 20D
EFid@bkc)n L 5 721TRS L LIZREE
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BabbLhisw, —oOREERICES
D Illocutions 2> EBTEHDT,
Z OB ORI P BEUIHSR M (Felicity con-
dtions) % RES TH 2 FRBYFIE%E T
52 &t 5 (Hurford & Heasley : 250-
258), _Ed(afc)D & S ICREFEX D XHEA R
URBRENFEB ICHRE T &t L HEEN
IZR&E N5 illocution % Direct illocution
(Locutionary act) &EFETF, RiES O
BEEEMHT 5 (b) D& 5 7% illocution % In-
direct illocution (Illocutionary act) &
3o

5| FA3Cilk - #iE

(58) Will you not take off your coat?
(@ EBEBESTVEIIZLTChELA
Do
(Will you please not take off your
coat?)
(b) EFERZSOHAHETT S,
(Won't you take off your coat?)
#KEa % £ J will you/won't you, can
you/can’'t you (ITEXIZEWITZDH B0,
BEHRRRILTH B, 7272L, (58b) DEBD
EEERLTEAENPVETHSEEREINT
W5 (KH:656),
(m2¢)
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ABSTRACT

Structural ambiguity in English occurs both on phrasal and sentential levels. This paper
examines ambiguity in the latter case.

What is dealt with in this paper is (1) Amphibology where a sentence is parsed in two
different ways, allowing different interpretations; (2) PP Attachment where it is ambiguous
whether the prepositional phrase is attached to one element of the sentence or another;
(8)those sentences that include a wh-word which is ambiguous as to its grammatical
function and meaning.

In all three cases ambiguity is syntactical.

KEY WORDS
Ambiguity, Amphibology, PP Attachment, Modification, Interrogatives, Syntactical
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