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An Analytical Note on Regional Economy of Takaoka

Haruto TANAKA
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present paper is to review the historical changes, and analyze the
nature of the regional economy of Takaoka.

Takaoka began its formation first, as a commercial town around the middle of the
seven-teenth century, although it gradually developed its ziba industries such as copper
ware and lacquer ware. Later, during the Taisho era (1911-1926), a number of steel,
chemical, paper and pulp plants were attracted to Takaoka's Fushiki district where
electrical power of lower cost and good harbor facilities were available. This came to
form the Fushiki Coastal Industrial Zone. Takaoka can be said to have evolved a
typically “exogenous” industrial base. This can be shown, pasticularly in the efforts of
the local governments to be designated as one of the New Industrial Cities in the First
Compre-hensive National Development Plan(1962). The local governments which partici-
pated in the plan expected their industries to further develop but “Oil Shocks” prevented
them from developing as planned. The “exogenous” nature can also be seen in the
Toyama Techno-Polis Plan initiated by the Ministry of Trade and Industry in 1982.
Some weak-nesses came to be pointed out, however, with the “exogenous” development,
thus atten-tion began to be paid gradualy to “endogenous” development. The aluminum
industry which had existed in small scale in Takaoka since 1930 came to be regarded
as one of the most important industries of Takaoka in the 1970s. In the light of the
mmportance of the industry today, it can be said that emphasis in the development of

Takaoka is being shifted from “exogenous” to “endogenous” development.

KEW WORDS
Takaoka, Endogenous development, Exogenous development, Ziba industry, The Toya-
ma—Takaoka New Industrial City, The first Comprehensive National Development Plan,

The Toyama Techno-Polis



