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I have long thought that they (Americans)
lack a work eth%’?:). (41297 23k, LT
Eils3)

B—EMTIIRA, B X —

Miyazawa, asked in the Diet on Monday
what he thought lay behind Japan-U.S.
trade tensions, said, “I have long felt that

15)
(Americans) may have lacked the work ethic.

FT—ETII A2, AFP - Jiji

Speaking to a Diet committee earlier in the
day, Miyazawa had said that “I suspect that
Americans have come to lack a work ethliﬁc)."

(sic)

BEAYDRELRB LI —3 -7 - &
A L XD—Hf :

TOKYO, Feb. 3 - Just back from a quick
visit to the United States, Prime Minister
Kiichi Miyazawa added his voice today to
those of other Japanese political leaders
who have found fault recently with the way
Americans perform in the workplace.

He said that America “may lack a work
ethic,” and that some of the country’s economic
ills came about because too many American
college graduates headed to Wall Street in
the 1980’s rather than “producing things of
value.”

Mr. Miyazawa's comments, made today
during a nationally televised debate in
Parliament, seemed bound to further inflame
the atmosphere between the United States
and Japan. Two weeks ago the Speaker of
the lower house of Parliament, Yoshio
Sakurauchi, touched off protest in the
United States when he termed American
workers “lazy” and said a third of the

o 17)
workforce was illiterate.

HO—, SERENEFR, <1=F -
TaUV—-z22—-X (LUTF, =4 =5FL72)
NDLELEXE5IHT 5 :

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa said
Monday speculative greed has eroded the
American work ethic and made U.S. products
less competetive.

“I suspect that American workers have come
to lack a work ethic, "Miyazawa said, charging
that speculative money games on Wall Street
over the past decade have tempted many away
from making high-quality products.

“Because so many American university
graduates werre recruited into Wall Street,

the number of engineers in charge of de-
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veloping goods has declined,” Miyazawa
said in response to a question by former
Trade Minister Kabun. Muto in the House
of Representatives Budget Committee.

The U.S. work ethic has eroded, the prime
minister said, after years of “Junk-bond” deals
and leveraged buy-outs, with Americans
“acquiring others’ property without cash in
their hands.”

Muto, before the same committee, blasted
America’s Big Three automakers, saying they
shuould accept criticism for the U.S. trade
deficit with Japan.

He quoted “American consumers” as cau-
tioning against buying a General Motors, Ford
or Chrysler car built after the weekend.

“American auto wokers cannot do their
jobs on Mondays because they play too much
on Saturdays and Sundays,” Muto said. “On
Fridays, they cannot put their heart and soul
into their work as they are preoccupied with
their plans to play the next day.”

The comments by Miyazawa and Muto —
marking the latest in a series of less-than-
flattering statements by Japanese politicians
about U.S. workers — come on the heels of
reported remarks by House of Representatives
Speaker Yoshio Sakurauchi that American
workers are lazy and largely illiterate.

Miyazawa said the United States has reached
a “serious situation” partly because of a “loose
interpretation of the policy of creating valuable
things through production activities.

Instead, many U.S. investors incurred heavy
debts buying out comapnies and then “went
bankrupt because they could not make interest
payments,” Miyazawa said.

The prime minister said the same forces
were at work in Japan's so-called “bubble

economy’ of skyrocketing land and securities

FS

prices, but he said the collapse of the specula-
tive bubble in Japan “taught the whole nation a
lesson.”

Muto, in his comments on the U.S. auto
industry, said he held the management of
the Big Three more responsible for the
industry’s woes than auto workers, adding
that U.S. executives should not hold Japan
solely responsible for the bilateral trade

. 18)
imbalance.
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It is my impression hence that some
Americans as mentioned earilier (= those who
played with money market in Wall Street just
as its counterparts in Japan) appear to have
log;)() the virtue (of respecting manufacturing

jobs).
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I have heard your comment, which is easy to
understnd. [ Your point would be ] there is
something that is lacking in America. Looking
at what things have come to over the past 10
years: we might say that the interpretation of

producing things or creating value has become
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very loose; it's that no one doubts that value
can be created in the money market. Creating
things by the sweat of our brows, a kind of
work ethic, is related to various things. There
is probably even a connection with computers.
People graduating from universities are going
to Wall Street for high salaries. As a result,
the number of engineers, who actually make
things, is shrinking, something Representative
[ Kabun ] Muto and I both see.

While we were debating whether this
situation was all right or not, the money
market advanced and junk bonds appeared —
junk bonds, just as their name implies, are
very dangerous. We have these leveraged
buyouts where those without their own money
can buy up things, and then, unable to pay the
interest on their debts, [ the companies ] fall
into bankruptcy. It should be obvious to
anyone that such a situation could not continue
long.

Yet, over the past 10 years, this very situ-
ation has continued. I have long felt that this
might involve something like a lack of a work
‘ethic. I think what you are worrying about is
related to this situation. In one sense, there
are many of these same elements present in
what has been called Japan's bubble economy.
After this bubble [ burst ], both [ countries ]
now have a lot to clean up in the aftermath,
and all of our people learned a lot from this.
It is very important to build things of value
with the sweat of our brows. This may sound
like a sermon, but what I have said is what
I feel. When President Bush talks about
education, I believe he is trying to reiterate

26)
the above kind of message.
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I also saw the correction by Mr. Miyazawa,
I'm pleased to say --- I accept it for what it was,
a very clear statement from a good man.

(He was) going out of his way to make clear
that he was not denouncing all American

27)
workers «-- .
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€ Japan Views 3 EIRFEE DB DI
=B 72, REOHAZEIRXE THEFERIC
(3 2 2D TEER (interpretative rendition)
EWT->TWD, LB ZORITH S,

What is missing in the United States today ?
What happened over the last decade or so to
bring Americans to the present state of affairs ?
It seems to me they now believe that value
can be created by dealing in stocks and bonds,
as opposed to the emphasis on making things.
The traditional work ethic centered around the
industrial process — invent something, develop
it and turn it out on an assembly line — grease
on your hands and sweat on your brow.

Many young Americans with advanced
knowledge of computers have gotten high-
paying jobs on Wall Street. Consequently, the
number of engineers has steadily declined,
which I thought was an unhealthy trend. Then
in the 1980s the money market flourishied,
driven by junk bonds and leveraged buyouts.

Aggressive managers and corporate raiders
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acquired companies without investing their
own capital and then found themselves saddled
with enormous debt, and many went bankrupt.
This bizarre way of doing business somehow
thrived for more than a decade.

Somewhere along the line the good old work
ethic got lost. The speculative frenzy in Japan
in the late 1980s had a similar effect.

Although the aftermath is painful for both
nations, I believe we have learned a lesson. I
don’t mean to preach, but the best way to
create value is by the sweat of your brow. 1
presume that is what President George Bush

28)
has in mind when he talks about education.
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Everyone seems to have missed the point
which is that the head of state does not

e . . 32)
criticize another country in a public forum.
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News Coverage and Text Proccessing

— A Note on Prime Minister Miyazawa’s Remarks on “A Work Ethic” —

Nobuo HAYASHI

(Received November 2, 1992)

ABSTRACT
Prime Minister Miyazawa’s remarks on “a work ethic” made before a Diet committee early in
1992 created a furor in the United States.
The coverage of his remarks in English language media triggered debates among some media
professionals concerning translation problems involved. The present article review_s the rendi-
tions of Miyazawa's words and examines problems in international news coverage, from a per-

spective of “text processing”.
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