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A Contrastive Analysis of Pronominal Usage Difference

between Chinese and Japanese, with Special Reference
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ABSTRACT

The contrastive study of language has two general aims: to contribute to the typological study of
language, and to apply the results to foreign language teaching.  Also helpful to language teaching
is pragmatic analysis of language, which is currently attracting wider attention.

_This paper analyzes the usage of Chinese ana Japanese pronominals according to the pragmat.ic
approach, concluding that Japanese is more of an “objective type” language than Chinese. Some
rudimentary data are also presented to demonstrate that there are various types of language which

fall between “objective” and “subjective”.
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