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Apologue”,

It is the Man and Woman united that

make the compleat human Being.

Separate, she wants his Force of Body
and Strength of Reason; he, her

Softness, Sensibility and acute

Discernment. Together they are more
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likely to succeed in the World. A sin-
gle Man has not nearly the Value he
would have in that State of Union.
He is an incomplete Animal. He re-
sembles the odd Half of a Pair of
Scissars. If you get a prudent healthy
Wife, your Industry in your
Profession, with her good Economy,
will be a Fortune sufficient. (Franklin,

302)
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Go constantly to Meeting—or Church—
till you get a good Husband; then stay
at home, and nurse the Children, and
live like a Christian. Spend your
spare Hours, in sober Whisk, Prayers,
or learning to cypher. You must
practise  Addition to your Husband's
Estate, by Industry and Frugality;
Subtraction  of  all

Multiplication (1

unnecessary
Expences; would
gladly have taught you that myself,
but you thought it was time enough,
and wouldn't learn) he will soon make
yvou a Mistress of it... that when I
have again the Pleasure of seeing you,
I may find you like my Grape Vine,
surrounded with  Clusters, plump,
juilcy, blushing, pretty little rogues,

like their Mama. (Franklin, 479)
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Abstracted from the Law, I cannot
conceive (may it please your Honours)
what the Nature of my Offence is. 1
have brought Five fine Children into
the World, at the Risque of my Life:. ..

Can it be a Crime (in the Nature of
Things I mean) to add to the Number
of the King's Subjects, in a new
Country that really wants People? 1
own I should think it rather a Praise
worthy, than a Punishable Action. I
have debauch'd no other Woman's
Husband, nor inticed any innocent
Youth: . . .But, can even this be Fault
of mine? 1 appeal to your Honours.
You are pleased to allow I don't want
Sense; but I must be stupid to the last
Degree, not to prefer the honourable
State of Wedlock, to the Condition I
have lived in. I always was, and still
am, willing to enter into it; I doubt
not my Behaving well in it, having all
the Industry, Frugality, Fertility, and
Skill in Economy, appertaining to a
good Wife's Character. 1 defy any
Person to say I ever Refused an Offer

of that Sort. (Franklin, 306)
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What must poor young Women do,
whom Custom has forbid to sollicit
the Men, and who cannot force them-
selves upon Husbands, when the Laws
take no Care to provide them any, and
yet severely punish if they do their
Duty without them? Yes, Gentleman,
I venture to call it a Duty; 'tis the
Duty of the first and great Command
of Nature, and of Nature's God,
Increase and multiply: A Duty, from
the steady Performance of which noth-
ing has ever been able to deter me;
but for it's Sake, I have hazarded the
Loss of the public Esteem, and fre-
quently incurr'd public Disgrace and
Punishment; and therefore ought, in
my humble Opinion, instead of a
Whipping, to have a Statue erected to

my Memory. (Franklin, 308)
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