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An Empress’ Love:
The Ideal Man in The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Ryoichi NAITO
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Beshrew me, sir, but if he make this good,
He is as worthy for an empress’ love
As meet to be an emperor’s counsellor.
(2. 4. 6870)
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2 OUTLAW Have you the tongues?
VALENTINE My youthful travail therein
made me happy,
Or else I often had been miserable.
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This fellow were a king for our wild

faction ! (4. 1. 3337
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There shall he practise tilts and tourna-

ments,

Hear sweet discourse, converse with noble-

men

And be in eye of h“évery exercise

Worthy his youth and nobleness of birth.

(1. 3. 80-33)
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And though myself have been an idle truant,

Omitting the sweet benefit of time

To clothe mine age with angel-like perfec-

tion,

Yet hath Sir Proteus, for that’s his name,

Made use and fair advantage of his days:

He is complete in feature and in mind
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With all good grace to grace a gentleman.
(2. 4. 57-61, 66-67)
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VALENTINE Welcome, dear Proteus !
Mistress, I beseech you
Confirm his welcome with some special
favour.
gILVIA His worth is warrant for his welcome
hither,
If this be he you oft have wished to hear
from.
VALENTINE Mistress, it is. Sweet lady,
entertain him
To be my fellow servant to your ladyship.
SILVIA Too low a mistress for so high a
servant.
PROTEUS Not so,

mean a servant

sweet lady, but too
To have a look of such a worthy mistress.
(2. 4.93-10D
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I am very loath to be your idol, sir;

But since your falsehood shall become you

well

To worship shadows and adore false shapes,

Send to me in the morning, and I'll send it.

(4.2.121-24)
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“But Silvia is too fair, too true, too holy.”
To be corrupted with my worthless gifts”
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Return, return, and make thy love amends.

For me — by this pale queen of night I

swear —

I am so far from granting thy request

That I despise thee for thy wrongful suit....

(4.2.92-95)
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How use doth breed a habit in a man!

This shadowy desert, unfrequented woods

I better brook than flourishing peopled

towns.

Here can I sit alone, unseen of any,

And to the nightingale’s complaining notes

Tune my distresses and record my woes.

Repair me with thy presence, Silvia;

Thou gentle nymph, cherish thy forlorn

swain.

(5. 4, 1-6, 11-12)
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