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Comparison of clinical nursing competence based on
attributes of nurses, and relationship between number of
working years, sense of coherence, and spirituality

Izumi TANAKA, Hayato HIGA, Keiko YAMADA

Department of Psychiatric Nursing, Graduate School of

Medicine and Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Toyama

Abstract

We conducted a questionnaire survey of 464 nurses with the aims comparing clinical
nursing competence by attributes of nurses working at general hospitals, and investigating
the relationship between number of working years, sense of coherence, and spirituality. In
the comparison based on attributes of nurses, significant differences were seen in clinical
nursing competence with sex, age, professional position, and clinical field (p<0.05~p<0.001).
In addition, moderate-weak positive correlations were seen between clinical nursing
competence and number of working years, sense of coherence (SOC-13), and spirituality
(SRS-A)  (p<0.01~p<0.001). No correlation was seen between the “Supportive
communication skills” subscale of clinical nursing competence and number of working years
or total SOC score (p<0.001). The above suggests that clinical nursing competence is related
to accumulation of experience, level of sense of coherence and spirituality are related to level
of clinical nursing competence, and “Supportive communication skills” may not improve

with accumulation of experience only.
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