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Content of hospital care for families of
terminal cancer patients facing impending death

— Analysis from interviews of nurses—

Miki TAKAGI", Rieko WAKABAYASHI?, Miki YATSUZUKA?

1) Kobe University Hospital
2) School of Nursing, Toyama University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify how nurses working at hospitals perform the
care to the family of the patient with cancer at end of life care. The subjects were 6 nurses.
Using the content analysis which 1s a qualitative reductive method, we made tape
recordings of the subjects talking freely about their interview.

Transcription of the recordings were categorized and encoded using content analysis. As
a result, six categories were identified from the content analysis.

The six care categories were abstracted. Nurses performed a care which is “answering the
family’s question” by dint of effort building up trustful relations. Then nurses understood
his family by “following a family’s issues with the tide” to perform her care. Also, nurses
thought that nurses thought it was important to “take a hold on family with team” to
answer the complicated family’s needs. Furthermore, nurses made arrangements family’s
physical and mental well-being performing the care “consider family’s health” and to “give
a family sense of relief”. Finally, nurses gave the support which was “to tie up the patients
with family” and to get over issues of bereavement by their own vigor for the family

members.

Key words

terminally ill patients, cancer patients, family nursing, content analysis



