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Development of the relationship among mother
and child in a preterm infant

~Examination of seven examples that performed kangaroo-care~

Yuri Kita”, Akane Mizoguchi”, Yuki Terada”,
Tomomi Hasegawa”, Kuniko Nagayama"

1) Toyama Univercity
2)) Pre Toyama Prefecural Central Hospital
3) Pre Kanazawa Red Cross Hospital

Abstract

The life expectancy of a preterm infant was improved using new techniques in neonatal
intensive care. Kangaroo-care (KC), a recently introduced technique, is used to promote the
formation of the relationship between mother and preterm infant. In this paper, we describe
results (7 pairs of mother and preterm infant) obtained during participant observation (51
sessions). To quantify our results, we assumed that the progress of the relationship between
mother and child could be described using Hashimoto's index (a model of the development
of parental-child relationships).

In each sample, results revealed that the relationship between the mother and child
progressed as the number of KC sessions was increased. However, the time course of this
progress seems to depend on several factors. Some of these factors possibly include: birth
weight (extremely-low-birth-weight infant), gestational age(less than 30 Weeks) and time
of commencement of KC (more than one month after birth). In addition, we also noted that
progress was lost temporarily in the case that a child's physical condition worsened briefly.
By analyzing an example carefully in this way, we were able to confirm it about significance

of KC some other time.
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Kangaroo-care, Relationship among the mother and child, preterm infant



