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Abstract

The aim of the study was to show the historical development and present status of
researches of endoscopy nursing in the West. We searched the Web version [Ovid Technolo
gies] of MEDLINE from 1951 to 2003 and Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health
(CINAHL) from 1982 to 2003 using the following key words: nursing and endoscopy at acce
ssed 2004, May 7. A total of 109 articles of nursing on endoscopy were identified. As a result,
most articles were commentaries from 1966 to 1989. In the 1990s, research reports and case
reports appeared, and the total number of articles increased. Of all articles, 86% were
commentaries, 9.1% were research reports and 4.5% were case reports during past 50 years.
Thus far, research reports on endoscopy nursing were still limited. These literatures were
grouped into 3 categories based the purposes of practical use as follows; “Safe and comfortable
aids for a patients (48.7%)” , “learning about gastroenterological endoscopy and bronchology
(22.9%)" , and “Quality improvement and smooth promotion of nursing service (28.4%)". In
the second half of the 1960s, literatures related to “learning about gastroenterological
endoscopy and bronchology” were main theme. In the middle of the 1980s, articles related
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to “Safe and comfortable aids for a patients” increased rapidly. In the 1990s, articles related
to “learning about gastroenterological endoscopy and bronchology” appeared again, and
reports related to “Quality improvement and smooth promotion of nursing service” were
established gradually. The contents of articles were grouped into 12 subcategories.

In future, it is needed to research in the field following two kinds of contents; 1) Nursin
g care service focused on the difference of characteristics of patients, such as growth stage,
comprehension, condition of disease, and psychology. 2) Practical methods for staff education
and health management, coordinating with related sections, cooperating with various special
staffs.

Key words

endoscopy nursing, West, literature analysis
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