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Concepts of healing in patients with advanced
cancer and nurses

Hiromi ARITA!, and Aiko SAWADA®*

! Ishikawa Prefectural Nursing University
? School of Nursing , Toyama Medical and Pharmaceutical University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify how patients with advanced cancer experience to
be healed throughout their illness process, and to clarify how nurses consider what healing
of patients with advanced cancer is. The data were collected through semi-structured inter-
views with 15 outpatients with advanced cancer and 12 nurses, and analyzed according to
inductive procedures.

Concepts of healing that the patients felt consisted of 8 categories as follows: relationship
with other people, harmonic feeling, hope for recovery of health, connection with daily life,
connection with society, awareness of their new selves, prayer, and contact with nature.

Concepts of healing of patients that the nurses considered consisted of 9 categories: re-
lationship with other people, standing by patients and sympathy, hope for their recovery
of health, connection with society, reconfirmation of self, prayer, contact with nature,
living as he or sheis, and relief from physical pain.

From these results, it was clarified that concepts of healing of patients and nurses are
very similar. It is asked for nurses to believe in patients’ healing power and share thoughts

and hope with them.

Key words

Concepts of healing, patient with advanced cancer, nurses, healing power
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