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Abstract

The 48th Annual Conference of Toyama Child Health Society (Chair: Michikazu
Sekine, University of Toyama) was held on October 4, 2009 in Toyama. The main
theme of the conference was entitled “Health Inequalities in Children”. Five oral
presentations and a symposium were held. At the symposium, the speaker from
university reviewed socioeconomic inequalities and policies during the postwar
period, associations of socioeconomic inequalities with child health, international
comparisons of redistribution policies and social security, and social supports based
on “social ties”. The speakers from nursery and primary schools reported that they
encourage children to have a more desirable lifestyle by having close relationships
with their parents and by providing health education. The speaker from child
guidance center pointed out that the increase in child abuse may be in part
explained by the increase in socioeconomic inequalities and poverty in Japan. We
concluded that social policies aiming to reduce socioeconomic inequalities are
necessary and social ties are also important to reduce health inequalities in children.
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