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BRIGADIER GENERAL TF. FARRELL, DEPUTY MILITARY GOMMANDER OF THE

MANKATTAN PROJECT MADE A STATEMENT ON THE ATOMIC BOMB

e [NEW| FORK TIVES, SHURSDAY, SEf
PRODUCTION.
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® THE NEW YORK TIMES ON SEPTEMBER 13, 1949 RAN A STORY
HEADLINED “NO RADIOACTIVITY IN HIROSHIMA RUIN.” “REPORTED
TONIGHT AFTER A SURVEY OF BLASTED HIROSHIMA THAT THE
EXPLOSIVE POWER OF THE SECRET WEAPON WAS GREATER THAN
ITS INVENTORS ENVISAGED, BUT THAT HE DENIED CATEGORICALLY
THAT IT PRODUCED A DANGEROUS, LINGERING RADIOACTIVITY IN
THE RUINS OF THE TOWN OR CAUSED A FORM OF POISON GAS AT
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SEPTEMBER 95, 1945, WILFRED BURCHETT, IN
THE DAILY EXPRESS, REPORTED FROM
HIROSHIMA:

“PEOPLE ARE STILL DYING, MYSTERIOUSLY
AND HORRIBLY — PEOPLE WHO WERE

UNINJURED IN THE CATACLYSM — FROM AN :
UNKNOWN SOMETHING WHICH I CAN ONLY é
DESCRIBE AS THE ATOMIC PLAGUE.” |
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ABGCC : ATOMIC BOMB CASUALTY COMMISION
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The use of radiocactive material as a weapon of war
has already been given considerable thought by various mem-
bers of this project. In this part of the report, an attempt
is made to assemble the more important factual information
and pertinent suggestions which have bearing on the problem.
The appendices give more complete discussions, tables fur-
nished by other members of the committee, and references to
some of the previous reports on the sub ject. !

The bases on which radioactive material may be use-
ful for the purpose here considered are: <

l. Large doses of penetrating radiation can
cause serious body injury and death.

Y

The chain reacting pile is a source of very
large quantitles of radiocactive materials
wnLch emit high energy beta-rays and gamma-
rays, and which have half-lives ranging
from seconds to months. The rate at which
this material can be expected to be produced
(by us or by our enemy 1f his state of
development is comparable to ours) will be
sufficlent to contaminate large areas to

a radiation level that would make it impos-
sible for life to continue for many days in
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® LISA MARTINO-TAYLOR, BEHIND THE FOG: HOW THE U. S. COLD WAR RADIOLOGICAL
WEAPONS PROGRAM EXPOSED INNOCENT AMERICANS, (ROUTLEDGE : NEW YORK, 2018)
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