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- As a language course, it served its purpose very well. Lots of grammar, new

vocabulary and kanji.
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- It was a very fun experience, and I learned a lot. Also, the support was great.
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- It was okay. There were a lot of things we already knew but also some things
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we didn't. So I learned some new things here.
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- I still have a long way to go, and

- Especially when it comes down to talking, I feel I've grown a lot in

comparison to three months ago.
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- It's hard to assess your own skill level, especially when you're at intermediate

e FE L

level where you are aware of the mistakes you're making but don't yet
have the knowledge and fluency to correct yourself. However, outside of
the expected technical improvement I have also noticed improvements like
confidence and willingness to experiment.

it wusually takes me a long
time and a lot of experience before I can comfortablly say
I'm fluent or really good at a language, but I think coming to Toyama has
improved my Japanese a lot.

- I still have trouble with speaking but it has improved since I've come to

Japan.
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- Spending everyday listening to people speaking Japanese has improved my

listening skills a lot.

- Because you have to speak a lot of Japanese in Japan, every conversation

here becomes an opportunity to train your speaking skills.

- Before coming to Japan, speaking Japanese was kind of scary, but now, since

you have to do it so often, it feels a lot more natural and not scary anymore.
Since speaking is such a huge part of language, I'm very glad.

- T used to pretty afraid to talk, because I didn't want to make a mistake. But

here I was forced to just talk and not worry as much about mistakes.
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- 90-minute classes are really hard to get used to. Since the classes aren't

passive classes, instead having to participate actively, I lose focus after about
45 minutes. Besides the length, I think the classes were okay.

(o - I & T30 - 5] 32 B 275, L wFEiEzdb i nwoT,
BEIZIRZTTLVnEES,

SRl L T7VEYF—=var] O ARESRWTT, HARENZ BT
HI LD RV, INEDT T A %25 DIZEEEAD 57202,

- We're not used to three hours of classes with only 15 minutes of break in

between. So perhaps it's not so much that the classes need to be less, but
perhaps separate them, so we have more of a break in between. Then one
and a half hour classes were tough, but doable after a week or two.
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U—FgFLZENTELNL, $TTLERMTT, I also didn't understand why
we had to hand in printed documents of our text along with the PowerPoint
slides. It was also very unclear as to what we would be graded on exactly.
Pronunciation? Structure? Our PowerPoint slides? Fluency? Or maybe the
contents of our presentation? Another class that could perhaps be scrapped
or at least be reduced in size was [JEf# - 455 , we didn't really practice
speaking that much during that class, especially compared to a lot of our
other classes and the final test was kind of confusing.
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[0k - 3] in my opinion. We spend too much time on one subject in the
class. We use two whole hours (2 <), but it could easily fit into one I think.
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- It was very enjoyable and made for a good opportunity to talk about anything

you want/need to talk about.

- I really liked the personal attention. Even though I at times dreaded the

classes - because it was a lot of talking - they gave me a lot of practise and
a space to just talk without worrying too much about mistakes, while at the
same time being corrected if I did make mistakes.
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- I never had any problems so used the tokubetsu-shido for conversation

practice.
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- It was nice to talk to my Tokubetsu-shido-sensei every week, and it was good

practice, but since most of the problems I had were related to the apartment,
which were things I had to discuss with Kurimoto-san and Ogiso-sensei, most
times I had to come up with something to talk about.
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- I could always talk to Ogiso-sensei. She made me feel really welcomed and

supported.

- The problems had to do with the apartment, so they weren't things my

tokubetsu-shido-sensei could necessarily help with, since those were things
Kurimoto-san and Ogiso-sensei mostly deal with. I did tell tokubetsu-shido-
sensel about it during tokubetsu-shido, but mostly afterwards.
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- All of the problems with the apartment etc. were fixed very quickly, and the

help was great.

- I didn't use ### 's support much, since I mostly spoke about problems during

Y38 | But when I wanted to get an extra matrass underneath my futon,
Kurimoto-san was very helpful, and I think that if I ever I had asked any
other questions in ###% I would've been helped immediately.
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- Even though the actual classes on Thursday could be a little short on content

sometimes, discussion and reflection on the katsudou made the Thursday
classes quite enjoyable. In addition, all katsudou had something different to
offer which made for a varied experience.

- I thought it was fun and interesting to do all these activities.
- The fieldtrips were interesting and fun most of the time, but they did take up

a lot of time, which, in addition to the long classes (which I am still not used
to, 90 minutes is just too long'--), made it kind of tiring.
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- Perhaps something related to traditional Japanese music?

- I can't really think of something.
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- More recreational trips like trips to the museum, tours, etc., which don't feel

as much as a school assignment. It makes it a lot more fun to participate and
listen.
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- Though I did complain a lot about the kendo-bu, I did find that training

there improved my kendo technique and mindset greatly, taught me a lot of
useful Japanese and it allowed me a glimpse of old-fashioned jouge-kankei.
Furthermore, it allowed me to interact with Japanese people that aren't used
to interacting with foreigners. Towards the end, the social aspect got a lot
easier, so it is a little sad that I have to leave right when the other members
are starting to feel comfortable around me.

- Making glass was super fun. It was really interesting to see the process

of everyone's designs coming together, and the people were very nice and
explained the steps clearly. Having your own unique glass as a souvenir is
very cool.
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- Some things were fun, however, it did not really broaden my knowledge of

Japanese culture.
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- I quite liked these trips (= trips to the museum, tours, etc.) , because as stated

in the previous question, they didn't really have a "school" feel to it. They
were more casual, loose, and recreational-orientated.

CH = WIZAR L2 i3 i o72TY . HARBTECODPH L) LFIT%D

4 L7z,

- T AMNVERER & ANERGEFMDS = Lo o b B E T, ZoHEITEL <

T, A7 THINTELVRERIEPSTY,

CINERAT o 72 2 EIEARBIC I o T T BB OV T A WA E R

TANFE L7ze HIAGUWEHEERD T TLEE L o72TF, Rlda—a v 3oh
FAED X, LRITOBRE L. 4 HEROHZ AEN LB Z AT
gg ij_o fflﬂf:b‘]ﬁj L/Cj_bj' }:‘o

- I really enjoyed the glass making. the number one thing I liked the most was

going to the elementary school.
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- You must understand that 1.5 hours feels like two full classes to us, and

we generally get a short break in between those hours. This can make
two consecutive jugyou of one subject (=4 of the same classes with half the
breaks) rather tiring; combined with a rather full lecture schedule, tsuyu
and the large amount of katsudou/bukatsu activities in my case/own plans,
everyone just started to feel a little tired out towards the end. That's not to
say I disliked my time here, not at all. It was just very intense. One small
thing that rubbed me the wrong way was the signing of our apartment hiring
contracts. Instead of allowing us time to read through the contract (perhaps
with the help of the sensei and the employees there) we were told to sign
immediately. I understand that nothing questionable would have been in
those contracts, but I would still like to know what I'm signing. Regardless of|
all these complaints, I would like to finally state my deep gratitude towards
everyone that made this experience possible. It was a once in a lifetime
opportunity, and I wouldn't trade it for anything in the world. It has made me
fall in love with Japan and Japanese all over again, and has strengthened my
resolve to one day teach English in Japan.
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- Thank you for everything! I had a lot of fun here, and I'm so glad I came to

Toyama these three monthsl!

- We received a lot of hand-outs from the teachers, which made it hard to keep

track of what exactly was needed for what class. It would have been useful if|
the handouts would have just been stapled together and be given at the first
lesson of the class, than to receive all those loose pieces of paper every week.




I would also like to say that it was very frustrating how we were often not
informed long in advance of the plans for certain days. I had made all sorts of
plans to do on the last Thursday, and then we were all of a sudden told that
we would be busy with all sorts of formalities during that day. The things
we would be graded on for tests (especially kaiwa, presentation and sakubun)
were very unclear and we were never really told how exactly we would be
graded for a lot of those. With sakubun we were told we would be graded
heavily on the structure of our essays, but we would always only receive
feedback on our grammar and vocabulary when the teacher would give us
back our homework, so we never really knew whether we were on the right
track regarding the structure of our essays. The length of the classes was
also too long in my opinion. We are used to having classes for 45 minutes
and then getting a 15 minute break after that, but here we have class for 90
consecutive minutes, and at least for me, that s way too much and I end up
not being able to focus on the lessons anymore.
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