DRAGON-FLIES
I

NE of the old names of Japan is

Akitsushima, meaning  “ The

Island of the Dragon-fly,”” and

written with the character repre-
senting a  dragon-fly,—which
insect, now called tormbo, was
anciently called Akitsu. Perhaps this name Akitsu-
shima, ‘ Island of the Dragon-fly,” was phonetically
suggested by a still older name for Japan, also pro-
nounced Akitsushima, but written with different
characters, and signifying ¢ The Lland of Rich Har-
vests.” However this may be, there is a tradition
that the Emperor Jimmu, some twenty-six hundred
years ago, ascended a mountain to gaze over the
province of Yamato, and observed to those who
accompanied him that the configuration of the land
was like a dragon-fly licking its tail. Because of this
august observation the province of Yamato came to
be known as the Land of the Dragon-fly ; and even-
tually the name was extended to the whole island.
And the Dragon-fly remains an emblem of the Empire

even to this day.
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In a literal sense, Japan well deserves to bhe
called the Land ot the Dragon-fly; for, as Rein
poetically declared, it is “a true Eldorado to the

)

neuroptera-fancier.”” Probably no other country of
either temperate zone possesses so many kinds of
dragon-flies; and 1 doubt whether even the tropics
can produce any dragon-flies more curiously beautiful
than some of the Japanese species. The most
wonderful dragon-fly that I ever saw was a Japanese
Calepteryx, which I captured last summer in Shidzu-
oka. It was what the country-folk call a ¢ black
dragon-fly ”’ ; but the color was really a rich deep
purple. The long narrow wings, velvety purple,
seemed—even to touch—Ilike the petals of some
marvellous flower. The purple body, slender as a
darning-needle, was decorated with dotted lines of
dead gold. The head and thorax were vivid gold-
green ; but the eyes were pure globes of burnished
gold. The legs were fringed on the inner side with
indescribably delicate spines, set at right angles
to the limb, like the teeth of a fairy-comb. So
exquisite was the creature that I felt a kind of

remorse for having disturbed it,—felt as if I had

been meddling with something belonging to the

£ I. J.J. Rein. Japan S 293 EDH Y,
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gods ;—and I quickly returned it to the shrub on
which it had been reposing......... This particular
kind of dragon-fly is said to haunt only the neighbor-
hood of a clear stream near the town of Yaidzu. It

is, however, but one of many lovely varieties.!

But the more exquisite dragon-flies are infre-
quently seen; and they seldom figure? in Japanese
literature ;—and I can attempt to interest my reader
only in the poetry and the folklore of dragon-flies, I
propose to discourse of dragon-flies in the old-
fashioned Japanese way; and the little that I have
been able to learn upon the subject,—with the help
of quaint books and of long-forgotten drawings,—

mostly relates to the commoner species.

But before treating of dragon-ily literature, it
will be necessary to say something regarding dragon-
fly nomenclature.> Old Japanese books profess to
name about ffty kinds; and the Chufu-Zusetsu
actually contains colored pictures of nearly that
number of dragon-flies. But in these volumes several
insects resembling dragon-flies are improperly classed
with dragon-flies; and in more than one case it
would seem that different names have been given to

the male and female of the same species. On the

b 'S R T T e e W W s
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other hand I find as many as four different varieties
And in

of dragon-fly bearing the same folk-name!
view of these facts I venture to think that the fol-

lowing list will be found sufhiciently complete :—

(or simply, tombd),

I.—Mugiwara - tombo
‘““ Barley-straw Dragon-fly,””—so called because its

body somewhat resembles in shape and color a
barley-straw.—This is perhaps the most common of

all the dragon-lies, and the first to make its appear-

ance.
II.—Shiokara-tombo, or Shio-tombo,—*¢ Salt-fish

Dragon-ly,” or ¢ Salt Dragon-fly,”’—so called because

the end of its tail looks as if it had been dipped in

salt. Shiokara is the name given to a preparation of

fish preserved in salt.
I[II.—Kino-tombo, ¢ Yellow Dragon-fly.”—It is

not all yellow, but reddish, with yellow stripes and

bands.
Ao means either blue or green ;

IV.—Ao-tombo.
and two different kinds of dragon-fly,—one green,

and one metallic blue,—are called by this name.
V.—Koshiaki-tombo,—** Shining Loins.”  The

msect usually so called is black and yellow.

>

824, Orthetrum japonicus.
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VI,.—Tono-sama-tombo, — ‘‘ August - Lord Dra-
gon-fly.” Many different kinds of dragon-fly are
called by this name,—probably on account of their
beautiful colors. The name Koshiaki, or ‘ Shining
Loins,” is likewise given to several varieties.

VII.—Ko-mugi-tombo, ¢ Wheat-straw Dragon-
fly.”—Somewhat smaller than the ¢ Barley-straw
dragon-fly.”

VIII.—Tsumaguro-tombo, ¢ Black-skirted (or
“ Black-hemmed ””) Dragon-fly.”—Several kinds of
dragon-flies are thus called, because the edges of the
wings are black or dark-red.

IX.—Kuro-tombo, ¢ Black Dragon-fly.” As the
word kuro means either dark in color or black, it is
not surprising to find this name given both to deep
red and to deep purple insects.

X.—Karakasa-tombo, ‘ Umbrella Dragon-fly.”
The body of this creature is said to resemble, both in
form rand in color, a closed umbrella of the kind
known as karakasa, made of split bamboo covered
with thick oil-paper.

XI.—Cho-tombo,—*‘ Butterfly Dragon - fly.”
Several varieties of dragon-fly are thus called,—ap-
parently because of wing-markings like those of

moths or butterflies,
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XII.—Shojo-tombo. A bright-red dragon-fly is
so named, simply because of its tint.—In the zoolog-
ical mythology of China and Japan, the Shojo
tigures as a being less than human, but more than
animal,—in appearance resembling a stout boy with
long crimson hair. From this crimson hair it was
alleged that a wonderful red dye could be extracted.
The Shojo was supposed to be very fond of sake;
and in Japanese art the creature is commonly repre-
sented as dancing about a sake-vessel.

XIII.—Haguro-tombo, ‘ Black-winged Dragon-
fly.”

XIV.—Oni-yamma, ‘ Demor Dragon-fly.”” This
is the largest of all the Japanese dragon-flies. It is
rather unpleasantly colored ; the body being black,
with bright yellow bands and stripes.

XV.—Ki-yamma, * Goblin-Dragon-fly.” Also
called Ki-Emma,—‘ Emma,” or ‘ Yemma,’’ being the
name of the King of Death and Judge of Souls.

XVI.—Shoryo-tombo, ‘‘The Dragon-fly of the
Ancestral Spirits.”  This appellation, as well as
another of kindred meaning,—‘ Shorai-tombo, or
“ Dragon-fly of the Dead,””—would appear, so far as1

could learn, to be given to many kinds of dragon-fly.
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XVII.—Yirei - tombo, — ““ Ghost  Dragon-fly.”
Various creatures are called by this name,—which I
thought especially appropriate in the case of one
beautiful Calepteryx, whose soundless black flitting
might well be mistaken for the motion of a shadow,
—the shadow of a dragon-fly. Indeed this appella-
tion tor the black insect must have been intended to
suggest the primitive idea of shadow as ghost.

XVIII.—Kane-tsuke-tombé, or Ohaguro-tomb®o.
Either name refers to the preparation formerly used
to blacken the teeth of married women, and might
be freely rendered as ‘ Tooth-blackening Dragon.
fly.” O-haguro (“‘honorable tooth-blackening ) or
Kane, were the terms by which the tooth-staining
infusion was commonly known. Kane wo tsukeru
signified to apply, or, more literally, to wear the
stuff : thus the appellation Kane-tsuke-tombo might
be interpreted as ‘‘the Kane-stained Dragon-fly.”
The wings of the insect are half-black, and look as if
they had been partly dipped in ink. Another and
equally picturesque name for the creature is Koya,
‘“ the Dyer.”

XIX.—Ta-no-Kami-tombo, ‘ Dragon-fly of the
God of Rice-fields.” This appellation has been given

to an insect variegated with red and yellow.

NN -~

BE L SR EITIIHAEL,
2. B4 Calopteryx atrata,




— 1o1 —

+t, =V v 4 b AR —lBIE, xRS
DAHATMHENTE S, HBELVW I 75> Y)Y 7 XT,
FOFELICELTRROL BOE) A8 I ic—Iis 0
OB B I ic—BUORE 2 58 —FEDOI

7V Y 7 AOGEICRLAR ZHCHET 32 LSS
Do a@?&t@%mﬁ%m&%%mwfc@@, % YR

7ZLERBORFGHE BEZBXEI2RBDOT HDO%OND
ySIEGRAYS

FA, ARV FPAFRFE AT P AR EOBHD
BEROD DEANDBEE BT 2RO F5EICEH
RODDHRTH Do 760D LEIBIFI L 2ELT W L 27,
Iy e (SR SRRSO 2 AN EH
EREBEOFTETH DO AFTVFINEVLE, Z0D
TS, BR b OEXFREY CE~NE., THEI T
BLVHETH B BbIZVF P vFEEWNS FETIX
BRI LR LT IRV, HOBE OB L BT, 4
FENRICR T 7R S5l 2 2, RAELEOR R, 2V
YEILHEB EWARIAR D B,

+iu, ¥ 7% 2 b AR BIbHOMER, REFE

%ﬁokfﬁ@ﬁfﬁ%mOﬁ'k%fé %0

3. ﬁ EEISRICIE, X2 dariifi<. 8%, BIlBg
HY., BEL. BHEILHNS, FEBFII (R »TED
LOILHA~ARLIHEFERADS Lo



- Q2 —

-

XX.—Yanagi-Joro, ‘“ The Lady of the Weeping-
willow.”” A beautiful, but ghostly name ; for the
Yanagi-Joro is the Spirit of the Willow-tree. I find
that two very graceful species of dragon-fly are thus
called.

X X1.—Seki-i-shisha, ‘‘ Red-robed Messenger.”’

XXI1I.—Yamma-tombo. The name is a sort of
doublet ; yamma signifying a large dragon-fly, and
tombo any sort of dragon-fly. This is the name for
a black-and-green insect, called Onjo in Izumo.

XXIMI.—Kuruma-yamma, *“ Wagon Dragon-fly,”’
—probabty so-named from the disk-like appendages of
the tail.

XXIV.—Aka-tombo, ‘“Red Dragon-fly.” The
name is now given to various species ; but the insect
especially referred to as Aka-tombo by the old poets
is a small dragon-fly, which is often seen in flocks.

XXV.—Tosumi - tombo, ‘ Lamp-wick Dragon-
fily.”” A very small creature,—thus named hecause of
the resemblance of its body to the slender pith-wick
‘used in the old-fashioned Japanese lamp.

XXVI.—Mono - sashi - tombo, — ‘¢ Foot-measure
Dragon-fly.” This also is a very small insect. The

form of its body, with the ten joint-markings, sug-
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gested this name ;—the ordinary Japanese foot-meas-
ure, usually made of bamboo, being very narrow,
and divided into only ten sun, or inches.

XXVII.—Beni-tombo. This is the name given
to a beautiful pink dragon-fly, on account of its
color. Beni is a kind of rouge, with which the
Japanese girl tints her lips and cheeks on certain
occasions.

XXVIII.—Mekura-tombo, ‘ Blind Dragon-fly.”
The creature thus called is not blind at all; but it
dashes its large body in so clumsy a way against
objects in a room that it was at one time supposed
to be sightless.

XXIX.—Ka-tombo, ‘ Mosquito Dragon-fly,”’—
perhaps in the same sense as the American term
‘“ mosquito-hawk.”

XXX.—Kuro-yama-tombo, ¢ Black Mountain
Dragon-fly,”—so called to distinguish it from the
Yama-tombo, or ‘ Mountain Dragon-ily,” which is
mostly green.

XXXI.—Ko-yama-tombo, *‘ Little Mountain-
Dragon-fly,”—the name of a small insect resembling

the Yama-tombo in form and color.
XX XII.—Tsukete-dan. The word dan is a
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general term for variegated! woven stuffs; and the

name tsukete-dan might be freely rendered as ‘“ The
Wearer of the Many-Colored Robe.”

I believe that in the foregoing list the only name
requiring further explanation is the name Shorai
tombo, or Shoryo-tombo, in its meaning of *‘ the
Dragon-fly of the Dead.” Unlike the equaily weird
name Yiarei-tombo, or * Ghost Dragon-fly,” the term
Shorai-tombo does not refer to the appearance? of the
insect, but to the strange belief that certain dragon-
flies are ridden by the dead,—used as winged steeds.
From the morning of the thirteenth to the midnight
of the fifteenth day of the old seventh month,—the
time of the Festival of the Bon,—the dragon-flies are
said to carry the Hotoke-Sama, the August Spirits of
the Ancestors, who then revisit their former homes.
Therefore during this Buddhist ¢ All-Souls,””® children
are forbidden to molest any dragon-flies,—especially
dragon-flies that may then happen to enter the
family dwelling. This supposed relation of dragon-
flies to the supernatural world helps to explain an
old folk saying, still current in some provinces, to
the effect* that the child who catches dragon-flies will

never ‘ obtain knowledge.” Another curious belief
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is that certain dragon-flies ‘“carry the image! of
Kwannon-Sama (Avalokitesvara),” — because the
markings upon the backs of the insects bear some

faint resemblance to the form of a Buddhist icon.2

II

Different kinds of dragon-fly show themselves at
different periods; and the more beautiful species’,
with few exceptions, are the latest to appear. All
Japanese dragon-flies have been grouped by old
writers into tour classes, according to the predomi-
nant® color of each variety,—the Yellow, Green (or
Blue), Black (or Dark), and Red Dragon-flies. It is

said that the yellow-marked insects are the earliest to

appear ; that the green, blue, and black varieties first
show themselves in the Period of Greatest Heat ; and
that the red kinds are the last to come and the last
to go,—vanishing only with the close of autumn. In
a vague and general way, these statements can be
accepted as results of observation. Nevertheless, the
dragon-fly is popularly spoken of as a creature of
autumn : indeed one of its many names, Akitsu-mushi
signifies ‘‘ autumn insect.”” And the appellation is
really appropriate ;* for it is not until the autumn

that dragon-flies appear in such multitude as to

§E 1. image—f§, veneration Q¥ GFT: 5 statue.
2. WHEREL YA 5 L O T image 2 [ EEK-
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compel attention. For the poet, however, the true

dragon-fly of autumn is the red dragon-ly :

Aki no ki no
Akatombo ni

Sadamarinu.

That the autumn season has begun is decided by the [appear-
ance of the) red-dragon-fiy.

Onoga mi ni
Aki wo somenuku

Tombo kana !

O the draganfly I=rhe has dyed his own body with [the
color of | autumn !

Aki no hi no
Someta iro nari

Aka-tombo!

Dyed ke is with the color of autumn days —Q the ved
dragonyly !

““Spring,”’ says a Japanese poet, “is the Season
of the Eyes; Autumn is the Season of the Ears,”—
meaning that in spring the blossoming of the trees
and the magic of morning haze make delight for the
eyes, and that in autumn the ears are charmed by

the music of countless insects. But he goes on to

W W Do Y e o W,
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say that this pleasure of autumn is toned withl
melancholy. Those plaintive voices evoke the
memory of vanished years and of vanished faces, and
so to Buddhist thought recall the doctrine of imper-
manency. Spring is the period of promise and of
hope; autumn, the time of remembrance and of
regret. And the coming of autumn’s special insect,
the soundless dragon-fly,—voiceless in the season of
voices,—only makes weirder the aspects of change.
Everywherc you sce a silent play of fairy lightnings,

—tflashes of color continually intercrossing, like a
weaving of interminable enchantment over the face

of the land. Thus an old poet describes it :—

Kurenai no
Kagero hashiru
Tombo kana !

Like a fleeting of crimson gossamerthreads, the Rashing of
the dragon-flies.

1XX

For more than ten centuries the Japanese have
been making verses about dragon-flies; and the
subject remains a favorite one even with the younger

poets of to-day. The oldest extant® poem about a

I e W NP N N . T ™ o W W T ™ e ™ ]
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dragon-fly is said to have been composed, fourteen
hundred and forty years ago, by the Emperor Y-
riaku. One day while this Emperor was hunting,
say the ancient records, a gadfly came and bit his
arm. Therewith a dragon-fly pounced upon that
gadfly, and devoured it. Then the Emperor com-
manded his ministers to make an ode in praise of that
dragon-fly. But as they hesitated how to begin, he
himself composed a poem in praise of the insect,

ending with the words,—

“ Even a creeping insect

Waits upon the Great Lord :

Thy form it will bear,

O Yamato, land of the dragon-fly!”’

And in honor of the loyal dragon-fly, the place of the

incident was called Akitsuno, or the Moor of the

Dragon-fly.

The poem attributed to the Emperor Yiiriaku is
written in the form called naga-uta, or “long-
poetry ”’; but the later poems on dragon-flies are
mostly composed in the briefer forms of Japanese
verse. There are three brief forms,—the ancient

tanka, consisting of thirty-one syllables ; the popular
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dodoitsu, consisting of twenty-six syllables; and the
hokku, consisting of only seventeen. The vast
majority of dragon-fly poems are in hokku. There
are scarcely any poems upon the subject in dodoitsu,
and—strange to say l—but very few in the classical
tanka. The friend who collected for me all the
verses quoted in this essay, and many hundreds
more, declares that he read through fifty-two-
volumes of thirty-one-syllable poetry in the Imperial
Library before he succeeded in finding a single com-
position about dragon-flies; dnd eventually, after
much further research, he was able to discover only
about a dozen such poems in tanka.

The reason for this must be sought in the old
poetical conventions. Japanese thirty-one-syllable
poetry is composed according to rules that have been
fixed for hundreds of vears. These rules require that
almost every subject treated shall be considered in
some relation to one of the seasons. And this
should be done in accordance with certain laws of
grouping,—long-established conventions of associa-
tion, recognized both in painting and in poetry: for
example, the nightingale should be mentioned, or
portrayed, together with the plum-tree ; the sparrow,

with the bamboo; the cuckoo, with the moon;

—~—
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frogs, with rain; the butterfly, with Howers; the
bat, with the willow-tree. Every Japanese child
knows something about these regulations. Now, it
so happens that no such relations have been clearly
fixed for the dragon-fly in tanka-poetry,—though in
pictures we often see it perched on the edge of a
water-bucket, or upon an ear of ripened rice. More-
over, in the classification of subject-groupings for
poetry, the dragon-fly is not placed among mushi
(‘‘ insects "—by which word the poet nearly always
means a musical insect of some sort), but among zo,
—a term of very wide signification ; for it includes
the horse, cat, dog, monkey, crow, sparrow, tortoise,
snake, frog,—almost all fauna, in short.

Thus the rarity of tanka-poems about dragon-
flies may be explained. But why should dragon-flies
be almost ignored in dodoitsu 7 Probably for the
reason that this form of verse is usually devoted to
the subject of love. The voiceless dragon-fly can
suggest to the love-poet no such fancies as those
inspired by the singing-insects,—especially by those
night-crickets whose music lingers in the memory of
some evening tryst. Out of several hundred dragon-
fly poems collected for me, I find only seven relating,
directly or indirectly, to the subject of love ; and not

one of the seven is in twenty-six svllable verse.

~
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But in the form hokku—Ilimited to seventeen
syllables—the poems on dragon-flies are almost as
numerous as are the dragon-flies themselves in the
early autumn. For in this measure there are few
restraints placed upon the composer, either as to
theme or method. Almost the only rule about
hokku,—not at all a rigid one,—is that the poem
shall be a little word-picture,—that it shall revive
the memory of something seen or felt,—that it shall
appeal to some experience of sense. The greater
number of the poems that I am going to quote
certainly fulfil this requirement : the reader will find
that they are really pictures,—tiny color-prints in the
manner of the Ukiyoe school. Indeed almost any of
the following could be delightfully imaged, with a

tew touches of the brush, by some Japanese

master :—

Picture-Poems about Dragon-flies

Ine no ho no
Tombo tomari

Tarenikeri.

An ear of vice has bent because a dragon-fly perched upon it.
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Tombo no
Eda ni tsuitari

Wasure-guwa.,

See the dragonfly vesting on the hands of the forgotien
matlock.

Tombod no
Kaide yukikeri
Sute-waraji.

Dragon-flies have gone to swff at a pair of cast-ff sanzals
of straw.

Sode ni1 tsuku
Sumika ?—obanal ni

Kane-tombo !

s it an ink-stain upon a siceve 2—mns : it is only the *lack
aragon-fly resting upon the obana.

Hiwa naname
Sekiya no yari ni
Tombo kana !

See the dvagon-fly perching on the blade of the spear learing
against the rampari-wall

1. BRI Y . 24 Eularia japonica.
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Tomho no
Kusa ni undeya,

Ushi no tsuno !

O dragonjly ! how have you wearied of the grass that you
should thus perch upon the horn of a cow!

Kaki-dake no
Ippon nagaki—

Tombo kana !

One of the bamboo-stakes in that fence secms to be higher
than the others—but no ! theve is a dragon-fly upon it !

Kaki-dake to
Tombo to utsuru
Shoji kana !

The shadow of the bamboo-fence, with a dragon-fly at rest
wpon ity ts thrown upon my paper-window /

Tsuri-gane ni
Hito-toki yasumu

Tombo kana !

See ! the dragon-fly is resting a while upon the temple-bell !
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O wo motte
Kane ni mukaeru,—

Tombo kana!

Only with his tarl he thinks to oppose [the weight of | the
great temnple-bell,—O silly dragon-fly /

Naki-hito no
Shirushi no take ni

Tombo kana !

Lo! a dragon-fly rests upon the bamboo that marks the grave!

Itte wa kite
Tombo taezu

Fune no tsuna.

Aboust the 10pes of the ship the dragon-flies céase not to come
and gos

Tombd ya
Fune wa nagarete

Todomarazu.

The dragon-fly ceases wnot to flit about the vessel drifting
down the stream.

W A" a a4
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Tombd ya !
Hobashira ate ni
Toku yuku.

O the dragon-fly !— keeping an eye wupon the mast, he ven-
tures far!

Tombd ya. !
Hi no kage dekite,

Nami no ue,

Poor dragon-fly I—now that the sun has become 0bscured,
he wanders over the waves.

Wata-tori no
Kasa ya tombo no

Hitotsu zutsu.

Look at the oamboo-hals of the cotton-pickers |—there is a
dragon-fly perched on eack of them !

Nagare-yuku
Awa ni yume miru

Tombo kana !

Lo ! the dragon-fly dreams « dream above the flowing of the
Soam-bubdles !

EE 1. REBE,
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Uki-kusa no
Hana ni asobu ya,

Aka-tocmbo !

See the red dragon-fly sporting about the blossoms of Uthe
water-weed !

Tombo no
Hitoshio akashi

Fuchi no te.

Much more rel seems the red dragonfly when hovering
above the pool.

Tsuri-beta no
Sao ni1 kite neru

Tombo kana!

See! the dragon-fly settles down to sleep on the rod of the
unskilful angler!

Tombo no
Ha-ura ni sabishi,—
Aki-shigure.

Lonesomely clings the dragunfly to the underside of the
leaf— Ak ! the autumn rains !

i
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Tombo no

To bakari tsuku

Kara-e kana!

Only ten dragonflies—all clinging to the same withered
spray !

Yosogoto no
Naruko ni nigeru,

Tombo kana !

Poor dragonfly! Scared away by the clagper that never
was intended for you !

Aozora ya,
Ka hodo mure-tobu

Aka-tombo

High in the azure sky the gathering of red dragon-flies looks
like @ swarming of mosquitoes.

Furu-haka ya ;
Aka-tombo tobu;
Kare shikimi.

Old tomb!—[only| a flitting of red dragon-flies ;—some
witherea [off erings of ] shikim: [before the grave] !

£: . R+, BisC Karae |1 Kare-e Ok, (L Look
at the withered spray where as many as ten dragon-flies are
clinging! 74 X L
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Sabishisa o
Tombo tobu nari

Haka no ue.

Desolation | —dragon-flies flitting above the graves

Tombo tonde,
Koto-naki mura no

Hi go nari.

Drugon-flies are flitting, and the noon-sun is shining, above
the village wheve nothing eventful ever happens.

Yiizuki hi
Usuki tombo no

Ha-kage kana !

O the thin shadow of the dragonfly's wings in the light of
sunset !

Tombd no
Kabe wo kakayuru
Nishi-hi kana !

O that sunlight from the West, and the dragon-fly clinging
20 the wall !
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Tombo toru
Iri-hi n1 tori no

Metsuki kana !

O the expression of that cock’s eyes tn the sunset [ight—

(1ying to catch a dragon-fty /

Tomb0 no
Mb ya iri-hi no

Issekai.

Dance, O dragon-flies, in your world of the selting sun !

Nama-kabe ni
Yii-hi sasunari
Akatombo.

7o the freshly-plastered wall a red dragonfly clings in the

light of the setting-sun.

Deru tsuki to
Iri-hi no ai ya—

Akatombo.

In the time between the setting of the sun and the rising of

the moon—red dragon-flies.
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Yi-kage ya,
Nagare ni hitasu

Tombo no o!

The dragon-fly at dusk dips her tail into the running stream.

1v

The foregoing compositions are by old authors
mostly : few modern hokku on the subject have the
same naive! quality of picturesqueness. The older
poets seem to have watched the ways of the dragon-
fly with a patience and a freshness of curiosity
impossible to this busier generation. They made
verses about all its habits and peculiarities,—even
about such matters as the queer propensity® of the
creature to return many times in succession to any
spot once chosen for a perch. Sometimes they prais-
ed the beauty of its wings, and compared them to
the wings® of devas or Buddhist angels; sometimes
they celebrated the imponderable grace of its hover-
ing,—the ghostly stillness and lightness of its
motion ; and sometimes they jested about its waspish
appearance of anger, or about the goblin oddity of

its stare. They noticed the wonderful way in which

Y e e Y d

£f 1. artless, unaffected ; amusingly simple.
2, tendency ; inclination.
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it can change the direction of its course, or reverse
the play of its wings with the sudden turn that
suggested the modern Japanese word for a somer-
sault,—tombogaeri (*‘dragonfly-turning ). In the
dazzling rapidity of its flight—invisible but as a
needle-gleam of darting color—they found a similitude
for impermanency. But they perceived that this
lightning flight was of short duration, and that the
dragon-fly seldom travels far, unless pursued, prefer-
ring to flit about one spot all day long. Some
thought it worth while to record in verse that at
sunset all the dragon-flies flock towards the glow,
and that they rise high in air when the sun sinks
below the horizon,—as if they hoped to obtain from
the altitudes one last sight of the vanishing splendor.
They remarked that the dragon-fly cares nothing
for flowers, and is apt to light upon stakes or stones
rather than upon blossoms; and they wondered
what pleasure it could find in resting on the rail of a
fence or upon the horn ot a cow. Also they marvel-
led at its stupidity when attacked with sticks or
stones,—as often flying toward the danger as away
from i1t. But they sympathized with its struggles in
the spider’s net, and rejoiced to see it burst through
the meshes. The following examples, selected from
hundreds of compositions, will serve to suggest the

wide range of these curious studies ;(—
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Dragon-flies and Sunshine

Tombd ya,
Hi no sasu katae
Tatte yuku!

O dragonjly ! ever towards the snn you rise and soar !

Hiatari no
Dote ya hinemosu

Tombo tobu.

Ov:r the sunlit bank, all day long, the dragon-flies flit {o
and jo.

Go-roku shaku
Onoga kumoi no

Tombo kana !

Poor dragon-fly ! —the [blue] space of five or six feet [above
him) ke thinks to be his own sky !

Tombo no
Muki wo soroeru

Nishi-bi kana !

Ah, the sunset glow ! Now all the dragon-flies are shoot-
%g iy the same divection.

-\
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Tombd ya !
Sora e hanarete

Kurekakari.

Dusk appreaches - seel the dragon-flies have risen loward
the sky !

Hoshi hitotsu
Miru made asobu

Tombo kana !

O dragonfly ! you continue 2 sporé until dhe first star ap
pears !

Flight of Dragon-flies

To yama ya,
Tombo tsui-yuki,
Tsui-kaeru.

Quickly the dragon-fly staris for the distant mountain, but
as quickly returns.

Yukiote,
Dochira mo soreru

Tombo kana!

Meeting in flicht, how wonderfully do the dragon-flies
glance away from eack other/

. EERE.
2. fﬁ%fﬁ%o
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Narabu ka to
Miete wa soreru

Tombo kana !

Lo ! the dragonflies that seemed to fly in line all scatter
away from eack other.

Mentioned in Love-Songs

Kagero no
Kagetomo ware wa
Nari nikeri

Aruka nakika no

Kimi ga nasake ni.

Fven as the shadow of a dragonily I have become, by
yeason of the slightness of your love.

Obotsukana !
Yume ka ? utsutsu ka ?

Kagerd no
Honomeku yori mo

Hakana karishi wa !

O my doubt! Is it a dream or a reality >—more jugitive
thar even the aim flitting of a dragon-fly/
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Tombo ya
Mi wo mo kogasazu,

Nakimo sezu!

Hdtty dragon-fly l—never self-consumed by longing,—never

even utleving a cry !

Strangeness and Beauty

‘Tombo no
Kao wa okata

Medama kana !

O the face of the dragonyly !—almwost nothing tut eyes!

Koe naki wo,
Tombo munen ni

Miyuru kana !

O dragonfly ! you appear to be always angry becawse you

have no voicel

Semi ni makenu
Hagoromo mochishi

Tombo kana !

O dragonyly ! the celestial raimeent you possess is nowise in-
Serior to that of the cicada !

. BB BT
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Lightness of Dragon-flies

Tsubame yori
Tombo wa mono mo

Ugokasazu.

More lghtly even than the swallow does the dvagon-fly
Jouch things without moving them.

Tombo ya,
Tori no fumarenu

Eda no saki.

O dragon-fly, you perch on the tip of the spray where never
a bird can tread !

Stupidity of Dragon-flies

Utsu-tsue no
Saki ni tomarishi
Tombo kana!

O dragon-fly ! you light upon the end of 2he very stick with
which one tries 2o strike yon down !

Tachi-kaeru
Tombo tomaru

Tsubute kana !

See ! the dragon-fly returns to perch upon the pebble that
was hrown at it!

. fEETEE,
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Dragon-flies and Spiders

Kutno no su no

Atari ni asobu
Tombo kana !
Al ! the poor drogon-fly, sporting beside the spider’s web !

Sasagani no
Ami no hazurete,

Tombo kana!
Good dragon-fly y=rhe has extricated himself from the net

f the spider !

Kumo gaki mo
Yaburu kihoi ya,
Oni-tombo.

T hvough even tie spider’s fence ke has force to burst ’is

way !—O the demon-dragon-fly !

Heedless of Flowers

Tombd ya !
Hana-no ni mo me wa
Hosorasezu.
Ah, the dragon-fly ! even in the flowerfield he never half-

shuts his eyes !

I S Ve W Tl o U W Wy, W e Wy W
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Tombo ya !
Hana ni wa yorade,

Ishi no ue,.
O the drogonjly ! —heedless of the flowers, he [ ghts upon a

stone !

Tombo ya !
Hana naki kui ni
Sumi-narai.

Aky the dragonfly ! condent to dwell upon a flowerless stake !

Neta ushi no
Tsuno ni hanarenu
Yamma kana !

O great dragonfly ! will you never leave the horn of the

sleepimng ox 2

Kui no saki
Nanika ajiwd
Tombo kana ?

O dragonfly ! what can you be lasting on the top of that

Ffence-stake ?
R W W W " Y
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Of course these compositions make but slight
appeal to aesthetic sentiment: they are merely
eurious, for the most part. But they help us to
understand something of the soul of the elder Japan.
The people who could find delight, century after
century, in watching the ways of insects, and in
making such verses about them, must have compre-
hended, better than we, the simple pleasure of exist-
ence. They could not; indeed, describe the magic of
nature as our great Western poets have done; but
they could feel the beauty of the world without its
sorrow, and rejoice in that beauty, much after the
manner of inquisitive and happy children.

If they could have seen the dragon-fly as we can
see it,—if they could have looked at that elfish! head
with its jewelled ocelli,? its marvellous compound
eyes, its astonishing mouth, under the microscope,—
how much more extraordinary would the creature
have seemed to theml!...... ...And yet, though wise
enough to have lost that fresh naive pleasure in
natural observation which colors the work of these
quaint poets, we are not so very much wiser than
they were in regard to the real wonder of. the insect
We are able only to estimate more accurately the

immensity ot our ignorance concerning it., Can we

e NS e U o Pl W

€€ 1. MR TCI diminutive 2 (3R,
2. BGEIL ocellus, BRICEH LT HMEADHIBRD ~0,
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ever nope for a Natural History with colored plates
that will show us how the world appears to the

faceted! eyes of a dragon-fly ?

v

Catching dragon-flies has been for hundreds of
years a favorite amusement of Japanese children. It
begins with the hot season, and lasts during the
greater part of the autumn. There are many old
poems about it,—describing the recklessness? of the
little hunters. To-day, just as in other centuries, the
excitement of the chase leads them into all sorts of
trouble :* they tumble down embankments, and fall
into ditches, and scratch and dirty* themselves most
fearfully,—heedless of thorns or mud-holes or quag-
mires,>—heedless of heat,—heedless® even of the
dinner-hour :(—

Meshi-doki mo

Modori wasurete,

Tombo tsuri!

Even at the hour of the noon-day meal they forget to return
home,—the children cat.hing dragon-flies !

§E I. facet HIRD— NORL 1LY,
2. reckless {I devoid of caution, regardless of consequences,
rash 7 Y,
3. vexation ; worry ; difficullies.
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Hadaka-go no
Tombo tsuri-keri
Hiru no tsuji

The naked child has been catching dragon-flies at the voad-
crossing,—heedless of he noca-sun /

But the most celebrated poem in relation to this
amusement is of a touching character. It was
written by the famous female poet, Chiyo of Kaga,
atter the death of her little boy :—

Tombo-tsuri !
Kyo wa doko made

Itta yara!

« Catching dragonflies /......... L wonder where he has gone
o-day !

The verse is intended to suggest, not to express,
the emotion of the mother. She sees children run-
ning after dragon-flies, and thinks of her own dead
boy who used to join in the sport,—and so finds
herself wondering, in presence of the infinite Mystery,
what has become or the little soul. Whither has it

gone ’—in what shadowy! play does it now find

delight ?

Dragon-flies are captured sometimes with nets,

sometimes by means of bamboo rods smeared at the

Vi g S W W W W W W V. P W O N P, M W e
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end with birdlime, sometimes even by striking them
down with a light stick or switch.! The use of a
switch, however, is not commonly approved ; for the
insect is thereby maimed, and to injure it unnecessari-
ly is thought to be unlucky,—by reason, perhaps, of
its supposed relation to the dead. A very successful
method of dragon-fly-catching—practised chiefly in
the Western provinces—is to use a captured female
dragon-fly as a decoy.? One end of a long thread is
fastened to the insect’s tail, and the other end ot the
thread to a flexible rod. By moving the rod in a
particular way the female can be kept circling on her
wings at the full length of the thread ; and a male is
soon attracted. As soon as he clings to the female, a
slight jerk of the rod will bring both insects into the
angler’s hand. With a single female for lure, it is
easy to capture eight or ten males in succession.
During these dragon-fly hunts the children
usually sing little songs, ianviting the insect to
approach. There are many such dragon-fly songs ;
and they differ according to province. An Izumo
song of this class contains a curious allusion to the
traditional conquest of Korea® in the third century by
the armies of the Empress Jingd ; the male dragon-fly

being thus addressed :—* Thou, the male, King of
D Tl il i P W

¥ I. Small flexible rod.
2. tempter, bait, enticement.
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Korea, art not ashamed to flee from the Queen of the
Fast?’” In Tokyd to-day the little dragon-ly

hunters usually sing the following :—

Tombo ! tombo !
O-tomari |—

Ashita no ichi ni,

Shiokara kote,

Neburashd.!

Dra;emfly ! dragon-fly! % norably wail!—-to-morrow at
the market I will buy some shiokava and let you lick 2!

Children also find amusement in catching the
larva of the dragon-fly. This larva has many
popular names ; but is usually called in Tokyd taiko-
mushi, or ‘ drum-insect,” because i1t moves its
forelegs in the water somewhat as a man moves his

arms while playing upon a drum.

A most extraordinary device for -catching
dragon-flies is used by the children of the province of
Kii. They get a long hair,—a woman’s hair,—and
attach a very small pebbl: to each end of it, so as to
form a miniature ¢ bolas? ” ; and this they sling high
into the air. A dragon-fly pounces upon the passing

object; but the moment that he seizes it, the hair
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twists round his body, and the weight of the pebbles

brings him to the ground. I wonder whether this
method of bolassing dragon-flies is known anywhere

outside of* Japan.
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