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Feeling of cancer patients by postponement of chemotherapy

Mitsuyo CHO", Ryuji ICHINOYAMA?”, Kenji WAKABAYASHI",
Aki SUGIMOTO", Mitsuko IWAKI"

1) Kouseiren Namerikawa Hospital, Department of Nursing
2) Faculty of Nursing, Department of Nursing, University of Kinjo

Abstract

This study aimed to clarify how cancer patients felt when treatment was postponed repeatedly. Six pati
ents that had experienced postponement of treatment on the scheduled day due to failure to satisfy the ad
ministration criteria were subjected to qualitative descriptive analysis. As the characteristics of feeling of ¢
ancer patients that had experienced repeated treatment postponement, they “left judgment of treatment po
stponement to the physician in charge”, “understood inevitability of treatment postponement”, and “led a 1
ife with no change irrespective of treatment postponement”, whereas they felt uneasy because they reacte
d nervously to “avoidance of distress and treatment response by treatment postponement” by “betting on
chemotherapy.” With the encouragement of “hope for nursing care for chemotherapy” and “realizing the n
ecessity of family support during treatment”, they found a new value that “treatment postponement made
them think about the future way of living”, because they wished to “continue treatment as well as their lif
e”. Irrespective of disease advancement, importance of care to find a new value in the future way of living

was suggested.
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