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World Geography According to the Korean Confucian
Li Su—gwang(ZF8t)

SUZUKI Nobuaki

In the “Oeguk(#}E)” passage in the “Jibongyuseol(GZZ&¥84)”, Li
Su—gwang introduced Jesuit Matteo Ricci’s “Gonyeomangukjeondo(3
HER2E)”, “Cheonjusilui(KFE2)”, and “Gyouron(3X K &%)~ into
Korea for the very first time.

Li Su—gwang is known as the Confucian scholar who included an
explanation of various European countries in his book. In order to
reexamine the research that has thus far been carried out, this paper will
analyze the “Oeguk” passage in the “Jibongyuseol” and assess the
historical documents that were influential in shaping Li Su—gwang’s
knowledge of world geography.

Su—gwang’s knowledge of world geography was predominantly
based upon Chinese historical and geographical books and other
similar genres. Moreover, the section on the various countries in the
European regions was not based upon the “Gonyeomangukjeondo,” but
rather, on the information he acquired from the then contemporary
Japanese. Finally, Li Su—gwang’s perspective of world geography was
a traditional view of geography as seen in the “Samjaedohoe” and was
not formulated by a perspective of world geography as seen in the
“Gonyeomangukjeondo” which came from the West.

An Evaluation of the Third Diplomatic Mission
KITAHARA Sumako

In September 1881, the third diplomatic mission from Korea was
dispatched to the Meiji(HHJR) government in order to revise a treaty of
commerce and to reach an agreement on taxation. Consequently,
however, the diplomacy was carried out unsuccessfully and historians





