
PREFACE 

L
A F C A D I O H E A RN held the chair of English li terature 

in the Imperial University of Tokyo from Sep tember, 
1896 to March, 1903. He taugh t twelve hours ·a week-five 
hours in reading of Milton, Tennyson, Rossetti, and others, 
four hours in lecturing on n1iscellaneous sub jec ts in litera ture 
and for the r e.maining three hours he lectured on the history 
of English li tera ture. T his was a three-year course which he 
gave twice in his seven years at the University. This book has 
been edi ted from the note-books of his students who attended 
the second series, extending from Sep tem ber, 1900 to March, 
1903. 

In lecturing Hear n did not prepare any manuscripts, but 
would some times merely look into a small note-book taken 
out of his pocke t. In this note-book he had scribbled da tes 
and ti tles. The s tudents would lis ten at tentively to t he teacher 
and managed to wri te down long passages and even whole 
lectures, word for word. 

" Notes on American Litera ture " was delivered in the 
au tumn of 1898 as one of his series of special lectures on vari­
ous subjects. His piercing criticism upon the poetry of Amer­
ica had long hampered its publication in tha t country. 

S pecial acknowle dgemen ts are due to Mr. A. S. Whitfield, 
and Mr. Shigeshi Nishimura for their kind assistance in the 
Po pular Edition published in 1938 which was welcomed so 
warmly that we ha ve decided to bring ou t the present fifth 
edi tion in revised form. 

l\1arch, 1941 . 


