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Ich stamme aus Ebbs in Tirol (Osterreich).
Ausbildung: Gymnasium in Salzburg, dann
Studium an den Universitdten Innsbruck und
Lissabon. Zunichst Medizin, dann Verglei-
chende Literaturwissenschaft, Germanistik
und romanische Sprachen. 1976 Promotion
zum Dr. phil. in den Fachern Vergleichende
Literaturwissenschaft und Germanistik.
Gegenstand der Dissertation ist im weitesten
Sinne Texttheorie und Kultursoziologie. Beruf -
licher Werdegang: 1974/75 Lektor an der Uni -
versitdt Porto(Portugal), dann Assistent am
Institut fir Vergleichende Literaturwissen -
schaft der Universitdat Innsbruck und Arbeit an
einem Forschungsprojekt tiber portugiesisch
sprachige Kolonialliteratur und afrikanische
Literatur.

1988 Wechsel in die Sotwarebranche. Hauptar -
beitsgebiete sind relationale Datenanken, die
Datenbankabfragesprache SQL (Mitarbeit an
einem SQL- Lehrbuch) sowie 4GL (Program
miersprachen der vierten Generation).

Mein Interesse gilt neben der Literatur vor

B0 L THHTHILBL LT ET,

TVh - L 1. 24 a—-¥7

XEH  ANKER Georg Josef

A
A EAZED

allem der angewandten Linguistik im Bereich
Sprachdidaktik sowie Computerlinguistik.

Zur Zeit bin ich Lektor fiir deutsche Sprache an
der Universitdt Toyama, und es wiirde mich
freuen, wenn es auf dem einen oder anderen
Gebiet zum Gedankenaustausch oder zur
Zusammenarbeit mit Kolleginnen und Kolle -
gen kommen kénnte.

Fiir jemanden,der wie ich sowohl die Berge als
auch das Meer (und frischen Fisch sowie Reis)
liebt, ist Toyama sicherlich ein guter Platz
zum Leben. Und vermutlich werde ich hier
auch mehr Ski fahren,als in den letzten Jahren
in Europa. Viel Neues hat mich gleich nach
meiner Ankunft angenehm iiberrascht- etwa
die Freundlichkeit der Menschen, aber auch
viele Kleinigkeiten des Alltags.

Angenehm tiberrascht hat mich auch, daB3 ich
gleich beim ersten Besuch der Universitdtsbi -
bliothek einige Biicher gefunden habe, von de -
nen ich glaubte, daB Sie mir hier vielleicht
fehlen wiirden. Hier ist also nicht nur gut zu
leben, sondern auch gut zu arbeiten.
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Coming to Japan was
“ ball”
thrown to me

like a being
from
somewhere else and ex-
“it”. It

was indeed a surprise to

citingly I caught

be selected as one of the
recipients for the 1990
Monbusho Scholarship
grant to Japan. It implies risk aside from say -

ing a temporary “sayoonara” not only to my
teaching post in the University of San Carlos,
Cebu City, Philippines, but also to my friends
and family. During the 3-hour flight from
Manila Airport, Philippines to Osaka Airport,
Japan, I tried myself to quickly learn my first

Japanese words, such as : “sayoonara, ohay -
0o gozaimasu, konnichiwa, konbanwa and

doomo arigatoo gozaimasu”.

Welcoming myself to this Land of the Cher -
ry Blossoms was enhanced by the blooming
beauty of the famous and lovely “sakura” for it
was springtime upon my arrival. From
springtime of last year to springtime of this
year, life has taught me that man is indeed a

“traveller”. One of the amazing experiences
that [ have treasured as a “traveller” was the
opportunity to meet other Monbusho scholars
Albania,

Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, Ghana,

from different countries, such as :

Indonesia, Iraq, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria,
Sudan, Thailand, Tunisia and Turkey, when
we studied together during the 6-month
Japanese intensive course at Nagoya Universi -
ty, Nagoya from April - September 1990. It
was certainly a varied group and a learning
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experience of cultivating mutual respect for dif -
ferent cultures, aside from a headcracking fa -
miliarization with the Japanese language.

The four distinct seasons in Japan simply
fascinate me while being here. The following
lines speak of how much I cherish each season:

“Spring ¢ ¢ -
colorful and varied flowers bloom,
young and green buds grow,
a message of new life and hope it brings.
Summer ¢ ¢ °
loud and noisy cicadas sound,
the earth becomes hot and humid,
a message of endurance it shares.
Autumn ¢ - -
green leaves turn to orange, yellow or red,
some trees become bald,
birds hoard food,
a message of preparation it brings
for life is a constant change.
Winter - - -
fabulous, dazzling white snow fall,
turning the earth fantastically white and
pure,
a message of tranquility
in each man’s heart it shares”.

For any “travellers” there is always a place
of destination. This “ball-like-thrown” op-
portunity for further studies has brought me to
be here. | am presently a first year Masters’
degree student in the Department of Biology,
Toyama University. My field of research here
is Endocrinology which is quite a new area of
specialization for me and I suddenly find my-



self as a neophyte. Actually, since my ap-
pointment as a faculty member in my universi -
ty in my country, my work has mainly been
teaching basic biology to undergraduate stu -
dents and involving some researches on medi -
cal and applied entomology and botany. Hav -
ing now to do research work in a new field calls
not only for hard work but also dedication to
venture into a new area of study in a foreign
land. Consequently, I hope to cultivate these
requirements. Life in a foreign land is not that
easy.

In my simple Japanese:

“Nihon de no watashi no atarashii seikatsu
wa moohitotsu senmon o kangaeteiru koto to
onaji desu. Desu kara, tsuyoi ketsui to iroirona
kuni no bunka to shuukan ni tsuite, hiroi koko -
ro o motsu koto.”

On Japan’s thrust towards international -
ization, I would like to quote a portion from an
article by Michael Cross in the New Scientist of

8 September 1990 :

“Over the past few years, Japan has be -
come a land of opportunity to thousands of Eu -
ropean and American researchers, who have
joined the country’s public and private re-
search laboratories on fellowships and, occa -
sionally, as permanent staff. Experiences are
varied and startling. This influx of “gaijin”, a
common Japanese abbreviation of the word

“ gaikokujin”, or foreigner, will grow as
Japan’s scientific influence strengthens, as its
companies become more internationally mind -
ed and as political pressure mounts on the
country to encourage a two- way flow of scien -
tific know - how.”

Finally, I hope to gain not only academically
but also culturally through interaction with the
Japanese people and getting to know and un -
derstand their culture better.
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