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I'd like to take this
-~ opportunity to say
. “Hello” and
yself to

introduce
everyone here
t Toyama  University.
ince April 1st, I've been
. enjoying my classes in
. English
 met many  very  nice

people among both staff and students.

here, and [I've
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I believe that

important

foreign languages are an

element in  international under-

standing, I'm especially happy to be teaching

my native language to

such diligent students

here in Toyama.

My first foreign language is French; after
finishing my graduate degree at the Sorbonne
in Paris, I
should be

French. For a number of reasons,

decided that my next language

very different from English or

I've chosen



to study Japanese.

interests are in

and 1
of European and

My research comparative

literature and

linguistics, look forward

to working on a study
Japanese theatre, including Noh and Kyogen.
Also, the festivals of the Hokuriku

area are fascinating for me, and I hope to

popular

introduce these festivals to people in other
countries.
The beautiful scenery here in Toyama,

especially Mt. Tateyama, is appropriate for
both poets and photographers, so I'm delighted

to be able to continue my work here.
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[ hope that my experience living in other

countries will be valuable to all of my
students as they prepare for the international
life of the 21st and the

responsibility of Japan's position in the world.

century, increased

The world is a large, wonderful place, and

“internationalization” is  gradually  bringing

people closer together. In English, we like to
say, “There are no strangers, only friends we
haven’'t met yet.” I believe this is true, and I
look forward to working closely with all of

my new friends here in Toyama. Thank you.
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