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“ Impression of Japan’

NEANBZE (TFER)

Luis Eduardo Perez Alva-
rez (Guatemala-Central Ame-
rica) .Is a graduate student
at the Graduate School of
the Faculty of Engineering,
Electrical Engineering Depart-
ment. He came to Toyama

in April last year. Before

coming to Toyama he had
studied the Japanese Language Course (Intensive
Course) in Nagoya University (Language Center) .

He regards Toyama as a good place for his pre-
sent studies, he is a Japanese Government Scholar-
ship student.

I came from Guatemala, in Central America, as
MOMBUSHO Scholarship student. Only two students
from Guatemala can receive the scholarship each
year, by this reason I think that for me this is a
good opportunity to improve my knowledge about
Engineering, and [ am trying to do my best.

About my studies, I am graduated from San Car-
los University, Faculty of Engineering, School of
Mechanical-Electrical Engineering, that is the third
university founded by Spanish people in Latin-Ame-
rica, at the same time I was studying Portuguese
and English languages, at the Language School of
the University.

I came to Japan in October 1987, agter arriving
in Japan, | studied the Japanese Language at Nago-
ya University for a period of six months. Then I
came to Toyama, now [ am studying at the Gradua-
te School of the Faculty of Engineering, Electrical
Engineering Department, studying under the guidan-
ce of professor Dr. Hiroshi Fujita, that gives me
very careful guidance, and also is very kind with
me, | truly appreciate his warm kidness.

First [ must talk about my experience learning

% I

?

PEREZ ALVAREZ
LUIS EDUARDO
(ry5<=3)

Japanese Language at Nagoya University, Language
Center, this was a good experience, because it provi-
ded an opportunity to meet and make a friends
with people all over the world. Of course is very
difficult to not take in consideration the initial
culture shock, because the Japanese culture and Latin-
American culture are very differents. Study Japane-
se Language in six months (intensive course) is
very hard, and make the mastering in Japanese, |
think that for us, is an impossible task, because
our language is totally different to the Japanese
language, and may be for all of us, this was our
first experience learning Kanji, that is the most diffi-
cult part, however all of us was studying very hard.
In my presonal point of view I think that for me
was a good experience, and I felt that there some
of our professors and Japanese friends provided to
us special and individual attention to each person’s
life.

The motivating force behind my comming to Ja-
pan was my high regards for electric and electronic
engineering research and technology. I was of course,
also very interested in Japan, wich has a culture
totally different from that my own country, and
has achieved such rapid economic development and
advanced technology.

[ am conducting my research on Power Electronics,
that in this time has greatly extended the horizons,
and we are at the threshold of a new era. This era
is the largely the result of the development of po-
wer devices and very powerful microcomputers, that
will continue to be a stream of new devices to app-
ly with we cannot imagine; but even with the devi-
ces presently known, the challenges and opportuniti-
es in power electronics are amazing. The boundaries
of our technology have expanded much more rapidly
than our progress forward these boundaries.



the dormitoty of Toyama University called Foreign
Students House, I felt that the dormitory life could
proovide many opportunities for making friends,
like Nagoya University Foreign Students House,
unlike an apartment building or a boarding house,
of course this dormitory still small, only six rooms,
and only me from Latin-America, but any way so
anyone would find it easy to make a friends even
with students of other faculties.

My first impression of Toyama was that it reta-
ins a great deal of natural beauty and traditions. I
felt this most upon arriving in Toyama with
happened to be in Spring, but any seasons are
beautiful, by example the Autumn, when the leaves
were changing colors. It was a wonderful to see the
individual trees and entire mountains changing
colors so clearly. I think that Toyama is a beautifu-
1 place, and I know that Toyama Prefecture is a
land blessed by nature, where the beauty of the land
delights the eyes, the wealth of fish is tempting to
the paladate, and the clear alpine streams bring life
giving moisture to all they touch, I already visited
Tateyama Alpen Route, Kurobe Dam, Gokayama,
Yatsuo, Tonami and others beautiful places, really
I was enjoyed there. After the beautiful Autumn
came the Winter, [ was brought up in a warm coun-
try, I think that the Winter in Toyama is so hard,
but some persons said that recently the Winter was
not hard. All four seasons are well defined in toya-
ma, each has its own remarkable beauty. When I
have some free time and the weather is good, I
often to go to the grass-covered side of Jinzu river,
and the Toyama Port, I like to watch the river of
Jinzu river, and the Toyama Port, I like to watch
the river, the mountains and the sea. I relax on the

lawn and read a book, practice sports, or listen to
music, it is a great way to relax, and I like to talk
with the persons inside or outside of the university,
I find some persons that have interest in talk and
learn somethings about my country and Latin-
American culture, is also very enjoyable.

I have a good friends that every time are helping
me, and understanding me, specially I recognize that
Mr. and Mrs. Kobayashi, are my best friends, once
a week I am attending Japanese class for reading
Kanji of my field of study, in the Kobayashi's
family house, and I enjoy with theirs, really I felt
that Mr. and Mrs. Kobayashi are part of my family,
and generally they take good care of me, I truly
appreciate their warm kidness.

At the end I must talk about the language problem.
I only had taken than six months of Japanese
language course, so the first problem I worried was
the language. But now I will say that, based on my
experience of one year living here, the language
problem is not difficult as I expected. But I hope
that in the near future will be better if Toyama
University can give Japanese Language Class for
foreign students. Of course for foreign students who
can speak english, will be an adventage, that most
of the professors can understand english, specially
in the field of technology and science, and the gui-
dance of the research is more easy. I know that
sometimes is very difficult for us, conduct the
research only in Japanese, and I think that using
Japanese and English will be a better way for im-
prove the communication and mutual understanding,
and the conducting of the daily research will be

more easy for us.
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