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THE CHRRY BLOSSOMS AND |
FEBAFRERRREE ( TFER) B LA &
I left Beijin for Tokyo with excitement on April 1lith of this year.

In my memory, this is the best season for enjoying the cherry blossoms,

so I hoped that the plane would arrive in Tokyo as quickly as possible.

When we arrived at Narita airport in Tokyo, the car which was sent to welcome

us had been waiting for a long time. On the way to the Chinese Embassy

in Tokyo, I tried to find some cherry blossoms but was very disappointed

that the cherry blossom season was over in Tokyo. I did not imagine then

that I oould see the cherry blossoms that I liked best in some other place

this year. I thought that I would have to wait till next spring.

Next morning I took an express train from Tokyo to Toyama by myself.

The train passed many unknown cities and towns. When I unconsciously looked

out of the window, the unmelted snow covering all the mountains and plains

came into my view. Suddenly some strange desolate feeling came over me.
I began to feel depressed by something I did not know myself. At last I

did arrive at Toyama station at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. When I got

off the train,I found my teacher, Mr. Murai, other university officials
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and some Chinese students had come to meet me at the station. That evening

I was invited to a good Japanese dinner by my guidance teacher, Professor
Kagawa. Afterward, accompanied by my teacher, I went to my room which had
been well prepared for the necessities of life. I was deeply moved in seeing
that. That night I did not fall asleep until very late. I thought about
many things that had happened in the day. My worry gradually went away

like melting snow.

On my second day in Toyama, the teachers and students in the same laboratory
held a cherry-viewing party to welcome me to the Toyama university. When I
was told that the cherry trees were in full bloom in Toyama, I ocould hardly
believe my ears. "How lucky I am!" I shouted. No sooner had we come into
the park than I was enchanted by the beautiful cherry blossoms at their
peak. The cherry trees moving their branches full of blossoms in gentle
breeze, looked like they were welcoming me -- the newcomer. We enjoyed
looking at the cherry blossoms while drinking sake and eating Japanese
food. The meeting was full of a cordial and friendly atmosphere. At that
very moment, my heart was filled with happiness. The cherry blossoms brought
back to my mind my university days 11 years ago.

It was the first spring after I became a university student. After Yalan
magnola had bloomed, some unknown pink blossoms came into bloom. One day
my classmates and [ walked down this avenue of the cherry trees in the school
yard. When we saw such beautiful blossoms, no one could help stopping and
admiring them. But we did not know what to call them until someone told

us. "Oh, they are cherry trees; they are really from Japan." Everyone got
excited when they found out that the trees were from Japan. From then on,

I have been interested in cherry trees and have fallen in love with cherry
blossoms, because the cherry is the emblem of friendship between the Chinese
and Japanese peoples. Also, I unconsciously began to be interested in Japan
and the Japanese language. I bought Japanese text books and dictionary,
started studying Japanese, though I knew that I could never have a chance
to go to Japa. Unfortunately, after graduation I was busy with research
work, and had to stop my Japanese study.

A real chance to go to Japan arrived in December, 1983. When I passed
the national examination of English for going abroad. My first application
was the U.S.A., because I could speak English. However the number of the
people allowed to go there was limited, so I had to choose between Japan

and two west European countries. In the end I chose Japan, even though
_9—-



I could not speak Japanese. Perhaps it is a result of loving the cherry
and I could not bear to part with her. The main reason, however, was that
Japan is an advanced country. Its leading science and technology and its
rapidly developing economy made me decide to go to Japan. Once again I
started studying Japanese.

I was suddenly awakened from my long happy revery by the sound of excited
laughter from another group. ILooking around at everything, I realized that
I was in Japan. From that day I began my new university life in Toyama
niversity

How time flies! I have been here for four months now. Thanks to the
profound concern and help of my teachers, university officials and Japanese
students, I have gradually adapted myself to these new circumstances and
have learned a lot of things. Wherever I have gone I found the people refined
and courteous. If I lost my way, they were always kind enough to show me
the right way. The owner of the house I am living in often helped me when
I was in trouble. In the past four months, I have visited many places —
research institutes, power plants, art museums, stadiums and new public
buildings in Toyama. I found that while developing its economy and science
and technology with all its strength, Japan also pays great attention to
its public installations and collective welfare institutions. Japan has
combined the civilization of modern society with its traditional national
culture, to become Today's Japan. All of these things have left a deep
impression on me. After the second world war, the Japanese people actively
expanded production, and the economy, science and technology developed
rapidly in a short time. The living standard of the people continues to
rise. In less than 30 years, Japan has become one of the advanced countries
in the world

Japan's success has made people think, what has happened and how they
have done it in Japan. "Japan heat" appeared in China in recent years.

The situation of Japan's culture, science, technology and economy were often
discussed in Chinese newspapers and magazines. Study of language is also
very popular in China. Only English has more students than Japanese. Japanese
movies, cartoons, TV dramas and songs are welcomed by Chinese people. The
cherry has become a favorite blossom in China. The exchanges of economy,
trade, science and technology between the two countries continues to develop
along with friendly exchanges of people. I hope that the friendship between
the Chinese and Japanese peoples will grow like the cherry tree that has

deep roots and luxuriant leaves, and blossoms every year.
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