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[Toyamal
Toyama Times
Th. R. Hofmann

When asked to describe my impressions of Toyama, [ usually

it difficult to find some aspect in which it is special. After
living for 2 years or more in 6 places in Eastern North America,
France & Japan, & several months in many other places -- &

visiting all of North America, much of Europe, several Chinas &
much of Japan, a new place has to be gquite special to impress me.
Toyama has, for example, some nice mountains, but Grenoble in the
French alps has nicer ones. It is said there that every street
ends in a mountain, which is far from true, but it does seem that
way.

What I like most about Japan is the mountains & the water,
especially the ocean. In Japan, the 2 come together making a
most beautiful place to live. But in Toyama, the mountains are
far away, except for Kure—-ha & Joo—-yama which are not real moun-
tains, & the sea is far away too. Even the rivers, like Japanese
rivers generally are, have very little water most of the time.

Many people say that Toyama is traditional, but after living
in Matsu-e & also visiting many small towns, Toyama seems like a

big city to me. But when I come back from Oosaka, I find Toyama
is indeed a small town. So what is Toyama®? I think I under-
stand, now.

The concept of ‘Middle America’ has become popular -- not
the Pacific Coast, not the 0ld South, not the East, but just
plain USA. That 1is what Toyama seems to me, & how it might
present itself: not rural or a small town, but not one of the
megapolises on the Pacific side of Japan either; & neither
really traditional like Matsu—e nor really modern like the area
around Tsukuba University -- just a piece of "average Japan'.

What impressed me first was the traffic, slow & small-
townish, but at off hours, very fast for Japan (due to the
straight roads & unpredictable traffic lights). And the drivers
are very agressive for Japan; normal in Paris, but after the
politeness of Matsu—e drivers, [ was shocked.

Then I was reminded of Canada by the area to the vwest,
around Hon-go: flat, wide open, with straight, wide roads, empty
of cars. Most of Canada is like that; only near the west coast
are there respectable mountains.

Last, now that I have a delightful house with gardens front
& back, I have discovered that Japan has long & delectable
springtimes. A typical Canadian spring lasts only a week, with
the 1st crocuses pushing up through the snow, & most all the
flowers bloomed out 2 weeks later! Chicago’s spring lasts a
month, perhaps, but spring here seems 3 months long, with new
flowers every few days. Wonderful. Besides, I have the rare
opportunity (for a foreigner) to live right beside a rice paddy.
The spring flooding & autumn harvest bring me closer to nature
than I have ever been. Delightful. Toyama has brought me closer
to nature, a very pleasant nature, while being ‘Middle Japan'.

A few suggestions on how to make Toyama a better place to
live, as I am occasionally asked. O0f course, everyone has his
own pet ideas, & mine are no better than anyone else’s, but they
are some ideas that might be explored. First, I should very much
like to see a system of “pocket parks', small neighborhood parks
the size of a house lot or 2. Not so big, but big enough for
children to play, & mothers to meet while looking after their
children. Otherwise, Toyama is becoming just a vast collection
of houses, buildings & roads -- a concrete jungle. The City
should buy up paddy fields remaining in the city before they too
disappear into the house builder’s trucks.

An other 1idea is to time the traffic signals so that cars
can go only so fast; drivers will not drive 50 Km/hr if it only
means that they will have to stop & wait at the next light.

Last, as Toyama 1is a major centre of medical drugs, she

should capitalize on it, to aim at being a major centre for
researach & development of drugs in Japan if not the world. One
step in this direction would be to initiate a containuing ex—
change with similar centres in China & the US. An other is to
get the government to commit its drug-related research to Toyama,
& the big drug companies will follow. It is a clean, well=-paid

industry that will never become obselete, & can bring many bene-
fits to the city & province.

[1983.11.14]
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