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JAPANESE AS INDUSTRIOUS PEOPLE

( a part of my diary)

Before I came to Japan, I met one of my old friends at about 9 o'clock p.m
near a bus station. Seeing that he was wearing a uniform-look dress I tried to
make a joke by telling him to change his clothes before going out at night. To
my surprise he told me that he was just on the way home from work. Then I asked
him what type of human can force him to spend the whole life in working. And he
said; "you know I'm working in a Japanese company". At that time I tried to un-
derstand with an excuse that Japanese work hard because they were not in their
own country. But, as soon as I touched my foot in Narita airport I began to
realize that working hard is not only their habits but also their characters.
Day by day I witness how a 66 year old man worked from 8 o'clock in the morning
until 6 o'clock in the afternoon (he lived in somewhere 40Okm away from his office),
or an elementary school boy who went ot a formal class in the mornings and took
other extra curricular activities in the afternoons.

Also, in Toyama University where I stayed for about 7 months for An Exchange
of Academic Information Program between Toyama University and IKIP Muhammadiyah
Jakarta, I was really impressed with work-oriented people in which beurocracy is
almost unseen. In the first month I almost didn't believe in what I had got in
my hand after I was called by the Dean of the faculty for an approval of my pre-
sence and activities in doing research in that university. What I want to say is
that I didn't find either stamp or signature on the letter of approval. So I
waited for another letter but there was never another one. It seemed to me that
there is such a strong confidence among the people so that it appeared in a form
of speedy flow of work.

Another thing to ponder is "discipline" which can be seen in almost every
place. Perhaps it will take me a long time to study how the Japanese have suc-
cessfully mingled the discipline with high spirit of working. But the only thing
I know is that they work as they have to. I've seen many professors who spend
the whole working time obediently in the laboratories eventhough they seemed to
have privileges to come and leave whenever they wish (of course there is a re-
gulation in "stamping" the daily attendance list, but so far as I know some of
them did it at one time by the end of the Month). Here I can see that most of
them like their job very much and it seems to me that they feel like at home in
their laboratories rather than in their own home.

Some expressions that are commonly heard in many places and very impressive
to me are; Shigoto desukara shikata ga arimaeen,Gambatte kudasai, Gokurosama
deshita". To all my friends, the Japanese, I just want to say; "Be happy with
your work". Your friendliness and high spirit of life is somewhat attract me

to come back again someday.

Toyama, November 1. 1982.
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MY IMPRESSION ON THE STUDENT CAMPING TRIP*
OF THE FACULTY OF EDUCATION TOYAMA UNIVERS3ITY

Faridal Arkam

At first I thought that this camping trip was not more than juht a ragular
activity. But after participating in every activity I began to realize that there
were a lot of things can be considered as useful. At least as a foreigner with
different background I could see many things interesting by means of comparative
study.

Some examples of those interesting activities like how the leader of my
group (Michimae-san)**came and explained everything I should do during the pro-
gram such as what equipment should be taken and also food contribution. Besides,
she also explained to me about the activities written on the guide book of the
camping study such as talent guidance cooking, making sketsches, mountain climb-
ing,hiking, eating together, etc..

I believe that this kind of actibity is very good especially for the ones
who will become teachers. It has two important elements namely recreative and
educative. What I mean with recreative here is that it can refresh us physically
and mentally, by visiting beautiful sceneries, by being happy with friends, by
doing light discussions, and by being relaxed. Meanwhile from the educational
view, during those activities each personal character can clearly be seen. For
example, who has a leadership, reliable, sense of responsibility, tolerant, etc..

And the most interesting thing to me is how they organized their activities
so skillfully that there didn't seem to be a kind of overlapping between the
leader and the followers. And beside that I am of the opinion that those studer.ts
seemed to love their beautiful nature. As I saw that there was nothing left in
chaos as soon as they deserted the place.

I am sure that such kind of habit must have been built from early childhood.

So I'm very satisfactory with this.
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