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TOYAMA UNIVERSITY AND TAKAOKA
BY EYES OF SOVIET SCIENTIST
Serguei Pikin

It was very interesting and very useful for me to visit Toyama University. I worked in
Department of Electronics and mainly saw the Takaoka campus but sometimes called on
Toyama city too. I was impressed very much by cultural traditions and folk customs, by
coloured and jolly feasts, by friendly treatment of Japanese and by gay frame of mind of
Japanese children. I noticed that Japanese were well satisfied with their home life giving
higher importance to good relations among their families as a whole. It is remarkably
that education is the predominant topic discussed among family members in Japan. I want
to note especially that the children’s education and the relating to children’s preparations
for higher school entrance examinations are the most frequently discussed questions in
Japanese families. It is just the same in Soviet families as well as taking care of health
of family members. I have known that Japanese women prefer family life to work. I think
that Soviet women present a contrast to this.

Japanese students as well as Soviet students seriously study foreign languages. It was
pleasant for me to know that several tens students study Russian in Toyama University.
Unfortunately Japanese is very complex language but I am sure that number of Soviet
students studing Japanese language will increase rapidly. It is naturally because of great
interest of Soviet people to Japanese culture, arts, literature, science and technics. Japan
demonstrates remarkable progress what is done in other countries and adapting this to own
culture and traditions. Seeking perfection and find treatment of details are the attractive
national traits of Japanese. One can see these in many things from flower arrangements to
microelectronics. I hope that Japanese like some traits of the Russian character. There is no
doubt whatever that it is necessary to develop Japanese-Soviet relations in economical and
political fields. It is nice that Toyama prefecture plays positive role in this important
matter. I believe that the USSR and Japan will join in future cooperative effort to solve the
problems of maintaince of peace as well as energy, food, pollution and other problems in
the world.
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