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“ Private Notes on Giving Wood Sculpture Instruction”
Yoshihito Taniguchi

Abstract
For more than 10 years,| have been teaching in the Wood Sculpture course here at Takaoka National College. During
this period, | have instructed students in wood sculpting techniques, monitored students as they attempted to apply these
techniques, and provided them with continuous feedback in order to improve performance. Starting last year, | began a

process of self-evaluation in order to improve the teaching and learning process in my classes.

While in the past it may have been adequate to have the goal of producing graduates competent only in the fields of
wood sculpting and furniture design, it has become clear that the constantly changing needs of modern business require
that we produce graduates with basic competency in a broader range of related fields. In other words, within every field of
Industrial Arts and Crafts, our students must be able to design, and produce pre-production models as well as the final
product itself. Focusing on only one part of the process is no longer a viable option. Our awareness of this has resulted in a
commitment to produce an integrated curriculum consisting of Architecture, Wood Sculpting, Interior Deisgn, and Arts
and Crafts Design.

We must succeed in improving the all around performance and knowledge base of our students, because this will
undoubtedly be directly related to how the public perceives Takaoka National College in the future.

It is important to note that since this college was founded only a very small percentage of our students have found
employment in the narrow field of Wood Sculpting. This also holds equally true for the fields of Urushiol and

Metalworking. In recognition of this fact, curricular reform is an imperative, not just an option.

In this paper, | will write from the perspective of a furniture design specialist attempting to broaden the educational
horizons of our students in the Industrial Arts and Crafts courses. In this paper, | will give various examples of how this
can be accomplished within the confines of everyday instruction.



