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We met on Friday Evenings. The Rules I drew
up requir’d that every Member in his Turn
should produce one or more Queries on any
Point of Morals, Politics or Natural Philosophy,
to be discuss'd by the Company, and once in
three Months produce and read an Essay of
his own Writing on any Subject he pleased.
(FW 1361)

— 2587 —



Junto BEHIRIRECTH 27527 ) v 2ILHEL
THER, AR, RV S ORAT S 5S b
IHLINZOY =7 VELTRAY—FLTWVS, i
MIT Junto DEE B, APS 2Bk L L3RR
0, 735 vo ) vEEE < BB it o i
@ ARl H512 -1, Junto b APS &L & S i
ZOMWEHZ LI VITAEFIS DT > TO L DS,
Junto DA 13, APS L I3ELVLSBEORIBICL
56DTIFEL, —EOEEIZRI LI Eicks
bOTRELMLEEZ NS, D Ebulr v
N=TH575v7 ) vEZTOIIITHW LTV
DTREVWES S, >0 Junto LT HIT
HHHITLT + 5TFNVT 4 TORAFLOFRIZ SN S
CEABFRICETLTVWEDTH S, ROELK b
DII7453FNV7 4 TREREDORTTH D, 75V
7 1) 3 O XELE % “he Mother of all the N
American Subscription Libraries now so numer-
ous” (FW 1372) &Y, RO X HITHES LIFIC
CDOXEREDINBRIZHOWTEE > TV B,

These Libraries have improv'd the general
Conversation of the Americans, made the com-
mon Tradesmen and Farmers as intelligent as
most Gentlemen from other Countries, and
perhaps have contributed in some degree to
the Stand so generally made throughout the
Colonies in Defence of their Privileges. (FW
1372)
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Our Articles of Agreement oblig'd every
Member to keep always in good Order and fit
for Use, a certain Number of Leather Buckets,
with strong Bags and Baskets (for packing
and transporting of Goods) which were to be

brought to every Fire; and we agreed to meet

once a Month and spend a social Evening to-
gether, in discoursing and communicating
such Ideas as occur’d to us upon the Subject of
Fires as might be useful in our Conduct on
such Occasions. (FW 1405)
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You remember the Society to which I be-
longed, which was begun in the Year 1750. By
the death and removal of some of the Members
it dwindled for some time to that degree that
I was apprehensive of its dissolution. From
some Conversation I had with you some few
of us exerted ourselves to revive it again. New
Members were elected and our Meetings be-
came more regular. As our views were en-
larged with our Years, we became desirous of
altering and enlarging the plan of our Society

and if possible, of rendering it useful to the
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publick. For this end the enclosed proposals
were drawn up, and laid before the Society,
who approved the same and ordered them to
be published and immediately proceeded to
draw up some Rules for carrying the same
into Execution. At first we met with some
discouragements and experienced some diffi-
culties which by perseverance are at last in a
great measure overcome, and I have now the
pleasure to inform you we have brought the
Society to some degree of perfection. We have
established a Correspondence in most of the
Colonies on the Continent and in some of the
Islands and have formed a Set of Rules or laws
for our government which I shall transmit to
you by the next opportunity. We did ourselves
the honour early to elect you a Member and
requested the favour of your Son and Doctr.
Evans to inform you. (BF15 261-262)
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We are yet in an infant State and dare not
promise any great Matters; however the dis-
coveries already made and communicated to
us some of which we have laid before the pub-
lic encourage us to hope that our undertaking
will not be in vain. (BF15 262)
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A Society having subsisted for some time in
this City under the name of the American
Society held at Philadelphia for promoting
and propagating useful Knowledge, whose
Views have been nearly the same with those
which are published of the American Philoso-
phical Society, and it being judged that the
Ends proposed by both could be carried on
with more advantage to the Public if an Union
could take Place between them, it is proposed
that such Union may take place_ (PAPS 8)
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Gentlemen. After having gone thro the
Calculation & Projection of the next Transit of
Venus over the Sun, on the 3 of June 1769, I
find that the Beginning and a great Part of it
will be visible at Philadelphia, if the weather
should be favorable. As much depends on this
important Phenomenon & as Astronomy may
be brought to much greater Perfection than it
has yet arrived at by a multiplicity of accurate
observations made of this Transit in different
parts of the World & compared together; I
would hereby propose to this Society that ef-
fectual Provision be made for taking the said
observations in this City. This is the more nec-
essary as such another Opportunity will not
be presented for more than a Century to come.
(PAPS 13-14)
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1 Bell, Jr., “The Scientific Environment of Phila-
delphia” 7, “Astronomical Observatories of the
American Philosophical Society” 7, “As Others
Saw Us” 269, Mitchell 14.
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