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James A. Griffin*!

Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, United States

ARTICLE INFO

Keywords:
Implementation research
Early intervention
School readiness

“For the things we have to learn before we can do them, we learn by doing them.” ( Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics)

Data from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study-Birth cohort (ECLS-B), demonstrate that in the United States, the
achievement gap between children from disadvantaged sociodemographic groups and their more advantaged peers emerges
by 24 months of age (Fuller et al., 2009; Hillemeier, Farkas, Morgan, Martin, & Maczuga, 2009), and persists through 48
months of age and beyond (Chernoff, Flanagan, McPhee, & Park, 2007). The long-term consequences of early-childhood
poverty (Duncan, Ziol-Guest, & Kalil, 2010), and the importance of school readiness skills for later achievement (Duncan et
al., 2007), are coming into clearer focus thanks to the existence of multiple longitudinal datasets. What is less clear, however,
is how to meaningfully intervene to ameliorate these early differences and thus prevent pernicious effects later in life. The
implementation of preschool intervention programs. much like the role of professional development in such interventinns -
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