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Miller and His Literature

Nobumoto IRIE

(Received November 1,1994)

ABSTRACT

We must avoid falling into two philosophical traps when reading Miller. They are
“identity” and “translation”. “Identity” comes from our illusion and it creates a trap
of translation. We must remember it. “Moral”we recongize is, generally,stoic, which
results from the fact that “reason” creates “life” that is opposed to ourlife. But
“moral”which Miller recognizes is Spinozistic. “Reason” cannot be above “body”, but
“life” can always already be above “body”. Miller’s nihilism is based on Nietzsche.
Miller pursues potentiality of life and his nihilism is affirmative and reactive, not
negative and reactive. Generally, the image of the title Tropic of Cancer is“poisonous”
“evil”, but the term “Cancer” Miller uses is ambiguous. We must notice the fact that

he feels the image of Cancer as “eros”.

KEY WORDS
criticism to “identity”, sympathy, falsehood, moral, body, affirmative and reactive

power, nihilism, Cancer



