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Current status and recognition of ward nurses
for cancer patients of home-based palliative care
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to elucidate the current understanding of home-based
palliative care among ward nurses. In December 2012, we distributed a self-administered
questionnaire to 30 nurses who cared for cancer patients discharged from a hospital. The
questionnaire included subject attributes and 30 items related to nurses’ understanding of
home-based palliative care. Responses were recorded using a 5-point Likert scale. The
questionnaire was processed by simple tabulation. Furthermore, all the questionnaire items
were compared against subject attributes using the Mann?Whitney U-test. Analyses were
performed using the statistical software SPSS statistics 19, and a p value of less than 5% was
considered significant.

Valid responses were obtained from 27 nurses (90%). In palliative care team activities, we
found a significant difference between subject attributes and the following 4 items: “aware
ness about the role of a primary care physician when conducting home-based care,” “conce
rn about supporting patient lifestyle in discharge planning,” “conducting discussions with
various medical professionals including home-based palliative care professionals in one’s own
workplace when selecting a place of care,” and “having human resources or a division
available at the work place that can be consulted when there are concerns about discharge
planning for patients who have selected home-based palliative care” (p<0.05). With regard
to experience involving discharge planning for patients requiring intensive care, a
significant difference was found with the following: “knowing the type of services provided
by pharmacies for home-based palliative care” and “knowing which professions to coordinate
with while providing home-based palliative care” (p<0.05).

Our results suggest that ward nurses may increase their understanding by acquiring
experience related to home-based palliative care.

Key words

cancer nursing, home-based palliative care, ward nurses
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Re-examination of nurses’ workplace adaptability scale

Hitomi FUJIMOTO, Shizuko TAKAMA

Department of Nursing, Fukui College of Health Sciences

Abstract

This research created a scale to measure nurses’ workplace adaptability and examine the
reliability and validity of the scale. The items in the draft to measure the workplace
adaptability were created by using the conceptual framework of existing literature and
nurses’ experience. The focus group consisted of 700 nurses working at general hospitals

with over 300 beds. The result of the factor analysis was a scale that had 20 items and was

» o« » <

constituted by four factors: “work autonomy,” “relationship with superiors,” “workplace
atmosphere,” and “acceptability of the environment.” The content validity, distribution,
deviation of replies, discriminant validity, criterion-related validity, and reliability of the
scale were confirmed. This research affirmed that the scale was both highly reliable and

valid.

Key words

nurse, workplace adaptability, scale
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Toe’s power evaluation in the nursing physical assessment
(The 3rd report)

-Research review of the toe’s function for the fall prevention-

Naomi NAGATANI", Masahiko KANAMORI?
Taketoshi YASUDA?, Takeshi HORI®

1) Department of Nursing, Toyama College of Welfare Science
2) Department of Human Science 1, University of Toyama

3) Department of Orthopaedics, University of Toyama

4) Department of Orthopaedics, IIyama Red-Cross Hospital

Abstract

From a Japanese Medical Central Magazine Web version, we searched “physical
assessment and lower limbs function” or “physical assessment and toes function” in a
keyword. We found 38 literatures in total, and examined the outline of all articles. In the
literature about lower limbs function, they investigated the patients with specific disease or
identical operation. These reports are most common with 15 articles, and other literatures
which intended for elderly people 65 years or older were 13 articles, and healthy subjects were
four. In six articles about toes function, the subjects were normal adults, and there was no
article which was approached for elderly people or specific disease. Among 38 literatures in
total, we found 29 articles that assumed fall prevention (76.3%), but there was no article in
view point of the nursing. Moreover, there was no article in the literature for the lower limbs
function. However, in the literature about the toes function, we found three articles which
have been paid attentions to standing position or walking balance. In the nursing physical
assessment, the attention to lower limbs function or toes function was extremely rare, but

1t was thought to be necessary for the fall prevention.

Key words

toes, locomotive system, physical assessment
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